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State Department of Public Works Facility Earns National Energy Award

          The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently announced that the Connecticut Department of Public Works (DPW) has received an Energy Star Label for superior energy efficiency at a DPW building – 55 West Main Street, Waterbury, the Rowland State Government Center. 
          By achieving excellence at this building, DPW is demonstrating that a government office facility can save money and benefit the environment with a sound energy management strategy, EPA officials said.

          Upon receiving the prestigious EPA plaque designating the Energy Star status, DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis stated, "I am very proud of the Public Works staff for its efforts in earning this recognition.  They are making an important contribution to our quality of life in Connecticut."
          Commissioner Curtis continued, “Through this achievement, the Rell Administration is demonstrating its commitment to environmental stewardship while also lowering our energy costs.”
           Jean M. Lupinacci, EPA director of the Energy Star program, said, “The Energy Star is the mark of superior energy performance and identifies your building as one of the most efficient buildings in the nation.”
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          “By taking this important step along the path to energy efficiency, you are not only saving money, you are preventing the release of greenhouse gases and protecting the environment.”

          The 55 West Main Street building, constructed opposite the green in Waterbury in 1999, is managed by Fusco Property Management of New Haven.  The Energy Star designation underscores how good management and efficient technologies can combine to help buildings perform at a high level.
          In qualifying for the Energy Star, DPW demonstrated superior ratings in the four categories evaluated:  energy performance, thermal comfort, indoor air quality, and illumination levels.  Compared to the average office building, 55 West Main Street uses one-third less energy, cuts air pollution, and saves Connecticut taxpayers money.
          The building’s tenants are:  the Department of Motor Vehicles; the Attorney General; the Department of Revenue Services; the Department of Veterans’ Affairs; the Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund; the Workman’s Compensation Commission; the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities; the Department of Mental Health and Addition Services; the Board of Pardons and Paroles; the Department of Public Safety; and the State Police Criminal Investigations Unit.

          Energy Star is a government-backed program that helps businesses and consumers protect the environment through superior energy efficiency.  In 2006 alone, Energy Star saved Americans $14 billion and prevented greenhouse gas emissions equal to those from 25 million vehicles.

         Since 1999, more than 3,200 buildings nationwide have earned the Energy Star designation.  These buildings represent over 575 million square feet.  In the United States, energy loss from commercial buildings represents almost 18 percent of our greenhouse gas emissions.
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          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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