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Governor M. Jodi Rell Joins With Public Works And Gateway Community College For Groundbreaking In New Haven

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, Gateway Community College (GCC ) President Dorsey L. Kendrick, and other state and local officials hosted an official groundbreaking celebrating the start of construction of the new Gateway Community College campus in downtown New Haven on January 26, 2010.

          The $198 million project is being built at the site of the former Macy’s and Malley’s department stores at 2 Church Street.  The project is scheduled for completion in September 2012.

          Governor M. Jodi Rell stated, “Connecticut has the most productive workforce in the nation.  This project will help ensure our competitiveness in the world and will derive for our state untold dividends.  This substantial investment will offer area residents greater accessibility to college training and better job opportunities, and also provide hundreds of jobs for design and construction workers and trades people.
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          “The new campus will also be the state’s first top-rated “green” public building, bringing an environmentally friendly and energy efficient facility to the heart of the city.  My sincere thanks to the City of New Haven’s Mayor John DeStafano, Jr., the state legislature, the Community College System, its Board of Trustees and chair Dr. Louise Berry, and DPW, for their enthusiasm and hard work which brought us to this great day.”

          DPW Commissioner Raeanne Curtis said, “The new downtown Gateway Community College project has been a top priority of the Rell Administration for some time.  It is currently the largest DPW project in construction, and the most environmentally sophisticated project.  Since Gateway is one of the fastest growing community colleges in the state system, we intend to meet the college’s future space needs.  At the same time, we are also excited about placing this new campus in the middle of one of the finest cultural centers in our country.  Indeed, we are proud to be playing a lead role in the planning, design and construction of this much-needed new facility.”

         GCC President Dorsey L. Kendrick said, “This is a historical moment for the New Haven region.  The consolidated Gateway campus will create more access to higher learning.  It will connect the college closer to our business community and to our community partners.  The most important thing this new campus will do is to visibly show that we value all the stakeholders in our community and that we support that value by providing pathways to learning for a lifetime from K to university achievement.
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          “The dots are connected, the values are visible and the vision of learning for a lifetime can been seen throughout our region.  I am honored and proud to be a part of this legacy.”
          Participants at the groundbreaking included Governor Rell, DPW Commissioner Curtis, Gateway CC President Kendrick, Community College System Chancellor Marc S. Herzog, state legislators, and other state and local officials.

          The new Gateway will consist of a 360,000 square foot, four-story, state-of-the-art-facility.  It also will include a 600-car parking garage.  In addition, DPW has completed an agreement to lease 700 spaces in New Haven’s Temple Street garage adjacent to the site. 

          The complex will be the state’s first gold-certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) public building.  The LEED Green Building Rating System is a voluntary standard for achieving the goal of producing a new generation of buildings that are energy efficient.  As a LEED project, the new campus will utilize renewable and alternative energy technologies.  Energy sources will include solar, hot water, and photovoltaics, which will reduce carbon dioxide emissions and reduce the demand on the existing energy utilities.  The average payback for LEED gold certification is approximately eight and one-half years.
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          The architect for the project is Perkins + Will of New York City.  The construction manager is Dimeo Construction Company of Providence, Rhode Island and New Haven, Connecticut, and the construction administrator is Gilbane Building Company of Glastonbury.

           The project is expected to serve as an economic stimulus for the City of New Haven and the State of Connecticut.

          Under the leadership of President Dorsey Kendrick, PhD, among Gateway Community College’s biggest strengths have been its Allied Health and Nursing programs, including nuclear medicine, radiation therapy and diagnostic medicine.  Gateway Community College is also known for its strong Computer Engineering Technology courses and its Entrepreneurial Business program.
          When completed, the project will have increased the student capacity of Gateway Community College by 50 percent.  Gateway is one of the largest of the state’s 12 community colleges at 6,500 students with a steadily rising enrollment.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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