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DPW’s Norwich State Hospital Agreement Approved By Attorney General

          The State plan to turn over the bulk of the Norwich State Hospital property to the town of Preston has been approved by all of the oversight bodies including legislative committees, the Office of Policy and Management and the State Properties Review Board and today the purchase and sale agreement was signed off by Attorney General Richard Blumenthal.

          DPW and the town officially had agreed to transfer 419 acres of the hospital campus to Preston “as is” for $1 in an agreement signed on Nov. 2, 2005 between DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming and Preston First Selectman Robert Congdon.

          The town has three years within which to close the sale with the State.  In the event that the town cannot or chooses not to close the agreement within the three year time period, the property will remain with the State.

          Commissioner Fleming stated today, “I am confident that the town of Preston has sufficient time and the capabilities to ensure the highest and best use of the property.
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          “In addition, I feel that all issues related to the clean up of the site will be assured under the terms of the agreement.”

         Governor M. Jodi Rell yesterday applauded the final legislative approval of the transfer of ownership, stating, “This transaction, once completed, will significantly brighten the economic future southeastern Connecticut, and I am pleased that the General Assembly has taken this final action. This transaction will also help support the work of the new Governor’s Commission on the Economic Diversification of Southeastern Connecticut. The Commission will be working with the town of Preston, other local officials and business and other community leaders throughout the region to develop the best possible plans for this important segment of Connecticut’s economy.”

          Within the past three weeks, DPW participated in hearings at which the purchase and sale agreement was reviewed and eventually approved by the General Assembly’s  Finance, Revenue and Bonding committee and the Government Administration and Elections committee.


Norwich State Hospital, formerly a mental institution, is situated on a 470-acre campus consisting of a number of buildings, forests, meadows, and waterfront access along the Thames River.
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