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For Immediate Release                                  Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

January 9, 2009                                              Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                        860-713-5790

                                                                        Email:  patrick.nolan@ct.gov
                                                                        Web site:  www.ct.gov/dpw
State Department Of Public Works Plans To Transfer Norwich Hospital Property To Town
          State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis announced today that the state will proceed with the transfer of 419 acres of the former Norwich State Hospital property to the Town of Preston for the sum of $1.00, subject to satisfaction of the closing conditions.
          The conveyance of the property is in conformance with the purchase and sale agreement between state and the town, signed on November 2, 2005.  At that time, the agreement received legislative approval from the General Assembly’s Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee and Government Administration and Elections Committee, as well as the Office of Policy and Management, the State Properties Review Board, and the Office of the Attorney General.

(more)
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          The agreement allowed the town three years from January 6, 2006, to notify the state of its intent to purchase the property.  On December 31, 2008, Preston First Selectman Robert Congdon notified DPW Commissioner Curtis in writing of the town’s intent to purchase the property, except for the ash landfill.
          The state today hand-delivered the closing documents to the town.  The state had previously provided the archaeological survey, environmental studies, title report and surveys to the town.  The state expects to have its approvals in place by the end of this month.
          The closing on the property is expected to take place no later than February 27, 2009, allowing sufficient time for the town to obtain the approval of its legislative body to acquire this real property.

With respect to the planned closing, Commissioner Curtis stated that it is important to move forward.  “We have had what amounts to a three year due diligence period.  Our combined efforts have provided us the ability to close in a timely manner and our budget concerns support our need to do so.” 
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