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Governor Rell Announces Steady Rise in 
 Connecticut Children with Health Coverage 

  
10,600 More Children Signed Up for HUSKY Health Care Over Past 10 Months; 

Governor Renews Challenge to Legislature to Fund Her ‘Charter Oak’ Plan for Adults 
  

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that enrollment of children in the state’s 
HUSKY health care program continues to grow at a steady pace, rising by over 1,200 in May 
alone and nearing the 225,000 mark.  

 
Governor Rell said HUSKY enrollment is up by 5%--or over 10,600 youngsters--since 

July 2006, reflecting essential progress in her drive to bring health insurance to all Connecticut 
children. 

 
“We continue to spread the word about the benefits of HUSKY and we continue to strive 

to provide the best for our children,” Governor Rell said.  “Our goal is to help parents of 
uninsured children and teenagers learn about the HUSKY program and sign their kids up for the 
health coverage they need.   

 
“Our message to parents remains simple and straightforward—if your child needs health 

insurance, call the HUSKY Plan at 1-877-CT-HUSKY or visit www.huskyhealth.com . HUSKY 
coverage is available to children and teens regardless of income level.  A sliding fee scale will 
determine a family’s cost, if any.” 

 
While highlighting the promising growth in children’s health coverage, Governor Rell 

again called on the General Assembly to swiftly approve her proposal to bring affordable 
coverage to Connecticut’s uninsured adults.  The Governor’s Charter Oak Health Plan—
designed to offer coverage to adults of all incomes—will be delayed inordinately if legislators 
drag their feet on full funding approval.  The Appropriations Committee’s interim budget plan 
cut premium assistance funding, opting instead to approve only start-up planning dollars.   

 
 “This delay only hurts people,” the Governor said.  “There is a significant demand for the 
Charter Oak Health Plan as I have proposed it.  My administration receives a constant stream of 
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inquiries from Connecticut residents who either cannot afford coverage now or who are paying 
exorbitant premiums they cannot sustain.  The legislature needs to understand the pent-up 
demand and get serious about passing this realistic and sorely needed plan.” 
 
 The Charter Oak Health Plan for adults is modeled in part on the success of the 
established HUSKY program for children—that is, the approach of reasonable group premium 
rates made possible by a large pool of enrollees who do not have access to such rates through the 
workplace.  Charter Oak would serve adults who are not eligible for the HUSKY program 
because they do not have children under 19 and their income is too high; and who are not eligible 
for Medicare because they are too young. 

 
For its part, the HUSKY program currently offers comprehensive health coverage to 

children and teenagers in families of all incomes, and to parents and relative caregivers with low 
incomes.  The latest enrollment figures show HUSKY serving 224,712 children and teenagers, 
along with 90,822 parents and relative caregivers.  In the past month alone, HUSKY enrollment 
jumped by 1,236 children and 579 adults.   

 
Governor Rell’s expanded health initiative for children has been largely embraced by the 

General Assembly’s Appropriations Committee, a key step in reaching final agreement for the 
next two-year budget.  The measures include two new outreach efforts announced in December – 
to register newborns for coverage before they leave the hospital and to register school-aged 
children at the beginning of every school year. 

 
As part of Governor Rell’s health care agenda, the HUSKY Health 2007 initiative will 

ensure that newborns and school-age children have access to insurance coverage through the 
HUSKY Plan.  With HUSKY Enrollment at Birth, all children who are not otherwise insured 
will be enrolled in HUSKY and, if a family’s income is high enough to require a monthly 
premium, the state will waive the premium for an initial period of enrollment. 

  
HUSKY School Enrollment will facilitate notification about children’s health coverage at 

the start of every school year to help school systems refer families.   
  
Details of new enrollment data: 
 

• Enrollment of children in HUSKY Part A -- which provides totally free coverage for 
children in families with incomes up to 185% of the federal poverty level (for example, 
up to $38,203 for a family of four) - has increased by 8,080 since July 2006 and now 
stands at 207,323.  The one-month increase in children enrolled in HUSKY A is 905. 
 

• Enrollment of adults in HUSKY Part A is up to 90,822 eligible parents, relative 
caregivers and pregnant women, a net increase of over 5,892 since July 2006  The one-
month increase in adults enrolled in HUSKY A is 579. 

 
• Enrollment of children in HUSKY Part B - which provides coverage on a sliding fee 

scale for children in families with incomes over 185% of the federal poverty level - has 
increased by 2,530 since July and is currently at 17,389.  Another 2,191 children have 
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been determined eligible for HUSKY B and will be enrolled after parents select a 
HUSKY managed care plan. 
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Governor Rell Announces Steady Rise in


 Connecticut Children with Health Coverage

 


10,600 More Children Signed Up for HUSKY Health Care Over Past 10 Months;


Governor Renews Challenge to Legislature to Fund Her ‘Charter Oak’ Plan for Adults

 


Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced that enrollment of children in the state’s HUSKY health care program continues to grow at a steady pace, rising by over 1,200 in May alone and nearing the 225,000 mark. 


Governor Rell said HUSKY enrollment is up by 5%--or over 10,600 youngsters--since July 2006, reflecting essential progress in her drive to bring health insurance to all Connecticut children.


“We continue to spread the word about the benefits of HUSKY and we continue to strive to provide the best for our children,” Governor Rell said.  “Our goal is to help parents of uninsured children and teenagers learn about the HUSKY program and sign their kids up for the health coverage they need.  


“Our message to parents remains simple and straightforward—if your child needs health insurance, call the HUSKY Plan at 1-877-CT-HUSKY or visit www.huskyhealth.com . HUSKY coverage is available to children and teens regardless of income level.  A sliding fee scale will determine a family’s cost, if any.”


While highlighting the promising growth in children’s health coverage, Governor Rell again called on the General Assembly to swiftly approve her proposal to bring affordable coverage to Connecticut’s uninsured adults.  The Governor’s Charter Oak Health Plan—designed to offer coverage to adults of all incomes—will be delayed inordinately if legislators drag their feet on full funding approval.  The Appropriations Committee’s interim budget plan cut premium assistance funding, opting instead to approve only start-up planning dollars.  



“This delay only hurts people,” the Governor said.  “There is a significant demand for the Charter Oak Health Plan as I have proposed it.  My administration receives a constant stream of inquiries from Connecticut residents who either cannot afford coverage now or who are paying exorbitant premiums they cannot sustain.  The legislature needs to understand the pent-up demand and get serious about passing this realistic and sorely needed plan.”



The Charter Oak Health Plan for adults is modeled in part on the success of the established HUSKY program for children—that is, the approach of reasonable group premium rates made possible by a large pool of enrollees who do not have access to such rates through the workplace.  Charter Oak would serve adults who are not eligible for the HUSKY program because they do not have children under 19 and their income is too high; and who are not eligible for Medicare because they are too young.


For its part, the HUSKY program currently offers comprehensive health coverage to children and teenagers in families of all incomes, and to parents and relative caregivers with low incomes.  The latest enrollment figures show HUSKY serving 224,712 children and teenagers, along with 90,822 parents and relative caregivers.  In the past month alone, HUSKY enrollment jumped by 1,236 children and 579 adults.  


Governor Rell’s expanded health initiative for children has been largely embraced by the General Assembly’s Appropriations Committee, a key step in reaching final agreement for the next two-year budget.  The measures include two new outreach efforts announced in December – to register newborns for coverage before they leave the hospital and to register school-aged children at the beginning of every school year.


As part of Governor Rell’s health care agenda, the HUSKY Health 2007 initiative will ensure that newborns and school-age children have access to insurance coverage through the HUSKY Plan.  With HUSKY Enrollment at Birth, all children who are not otherwise insured will be enrolled in HUSKY and, if a family’s income is high enough to require a monthly premium, the state will waive the premium for an initial period of enrollment.

 


HUSKY School Enrollment will facilitate notification about children’s health coverage at the start of every school year to help school systems refer families.  

 


Details of new enrollment data:


· Enrollment of children in HUSKY Part A -- which provides totally free coverage for children in families with incomes up to 185% of the federal poverty level (for example, up to $38,203 for a family of four) - has increased by 8,080 since July 2006 and now stands at 207,323.  The one-month increase in children enrolled in HUSKY A is 905.

· Enrollment of adults in HUSKY Part A is up to 90,822 eligible parents, relative caregivers and pregnant women, a net increase of over 5,892 since July 2006  The one-month increase in adults enrolled in HUSKY A is 579.

· Enrollment of children in HUSKY Part B - which provides coverage on a sliding fee scale for children in families with incomes over 185% of the federal poverty level - has increased by 2,530 since July and is currently at 17,389.  Another 2,191 children have been determined eligible for HUSKY B and will be enrolled after parents select a HUSKY managed care plan.
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