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Governor Rell:  $6 Million in Extra Federal 

Heating Aid Coming to Connecticut 
 

Governor M. Jodi Rell today welcomed the announcement of $6 million in 
additional home-heating aid for Connecticut from the federal government, saying the 
funding is a critical boost to the state’s plan to keep low-income families and the elderly 
warm this winter. 

 
The infusion of $6,073,328 in contingency funding will augment about $44.3 

million already anticipated in federal block grant funding this winter, Governor Rell said. 
 
“This news comes at a great time,” the Governor said.  “The weather is getting 

colder and it won’t be long before the full impact of winter heating bills starts.  Our low-
income families, seniors, people with disabilities and other eligible adults are going to 
have a very hard time making ends meet this winter.  The heating assistance program 
helped over 76,000 households last year, and we are expecting to serve even more this 
year. 
 

“I encourage people who were eligible for the program last year to apply as soon 
as possible,” the Governor said.  “If you have not received assistance in the past but are 
interested in learning more about the program, Infoline at 2-1-1 can advise you about 
eligibility and benefits, and can also refer you to a local application site.”  

 
The Governor authorized the early applications to help ease an expected crunch as 

cold weather rapidly approaches.  Applications are now being taken at community sites 
across the state, well ahead of the usual October start date.  Besides Infoline at 2-1-1, 
information is also available on-line at www.ct.gov/staywarm. 
 

Last week, Governor Rell authorized the Department of Social Services to plan 
for a second winter of higher-than-usual benefits.  Eligible households will receive as 
much as $675 in basic assistance, supplemented by crisis and safety net assistance for 
those heating with deliverable fuels.   

mailto:adam.liegeot@ct.gov


Governor Rell’s directive also includes opening a contingency heating assistance 
program for eligible households with incomes too high for the regular energy assistance 
program.  Recipients can receive up to $300 in basic benefits, as well as crisis assistance.  
As an example of income eligibility, a household of four people could earn up to $53,591 
and qualify for assistance.   

 
Today’s announcement by U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Mike 

Leavitt dealt with the release of $79.9 million in contingency heating assistance from the 
Low Income Energy Assistance Program.   “This assistance will help states prepare for 
heating costs this fall and winter,” Secretary Leavitt said.  “With this funding, the Bush 
Administration is helping to address the needs of those in need to ensure their homes are 
kept warm during the winter months.” 

 
Governor Rell cautioned that further federal aid will likely be needed over the 

winter to help Connecticut ensure the health and safety of low-income households.  
Noting that additional contingency funding generally becomes available after the first of 
the year, the Governor also said the state will back up its commitment to safeguard 
vulnerable residents, if necessary.   
 

Eligibility determination, fuel deliveries and utility payments in Connecticut’s 
winter heating assistance and weatherization programs are coordinated by 12 community 
action agencies statewide, under contract with the Department of Social Services.   
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