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Governor Rell Announces $1 Million in New 
 Outreach Funding for HUSKY Healthcare 

 
Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced $1 million in new funding for 

community outreach and public information aimed at boosting the number of children 
and teenagers enrolled in Connecticut’s HUSKY healthcare program.  

 
Governor Rell’s funding authorization, one of the largest for public education and 

outreach since the HUSKY Plan was launched in 1998, will support grass-roots efforts by 
schools and community organizations to encourage parents to sign their children up for 
health coverage. 

 
“For years, Connecticut has offered one of the finest public health coverage 

programs in the nation,” said Governor Rell, who promoted a highly successful HUSKY 
media campaign as lieutenant governor in 2001.  “In fact, over 216,700 children and 
teens under 19 are now enrolled.  The problem is that many more are eligible for health 
coverage and not enrolled.  We need to change that.” 

 
Most urgently, the Governor noted, HUSKY coverage has actually declined from 

peak enrollment in June 2005, a trend cited by the advocacy group Connecticut Voices 
for Children. 
 

“Connecticut Voices for Children is right -- too many parents are not renewing 
coverage for their children or not signing them up in the first place,” the Governor said.  
“Overall enrollment of children fell by about 10,500 over the past six months and 18,300 
from peak enrollment.  This downward trend was reversed in August, but the fact remains 
that many children are still going without health coverage.  This is simply not acceptable 
in a state that already offers great health benefits for children at little or no cost. 

 
“During the early HUSKY years, community outreach was very successful in 

spreading the word and led to significant increases in enrollment,” Governor Rell noted.  
“The program became established and many people assumed that families knew about it.  
Now, I believe it is time to rejuvenate grass-roots efforts to bring the benefits of HUSKY 
coverage home to more families.” 

TEL: (860) 566-4840, FAX: (860) 524-7396 
www.ct.gov/governor 

mailto:david.dearborn@ct.gov


“We know how to make the HUSKY program more accessible to uninsured 
families,” said Sharon Langer, senior policy fellow at Connecticut Voices for Children, in 
comments last week about new U.S. Census Bureau reports on the uninsured.  “Make the 
application process user-friendly and get the word out in every community of the state 
that HUSKY is there to help all Connecticut children who need health insurance.” 

 
Based on the Governor’s funding authorization, the Department of Social 

Services, administering agency of the HUSKY Plan, intends to release a request for 
proposals to fund innovative community outreach efforts.  Funding will also be used to 
support a general public information campaign and targeted outreach efforts through 
school systems and school-based health clinics.  

 
Governor Rell pointed out that Connecticut’s HUSKY Plan is available to 

children in families of all incomes.  Coverage is free, low-cost or available at an 
unsubsidized group rate, depending on family income. 
 

The HUSKY Plan has seen enrollment fluctuate through the years due to 
economic trends, legislative changes and revised federal mandates. 

  
• Enrollment in HUSKY Part A – which provides totally free coverage for 

children in families with incomes up to 185% of the federal poverty level (for 
example, up to $37,000 for a family of four) – now stands at 200,500. 

 
In addition, HUSKY A covers nearly 86,000 eligible parents, relative 
caregivers and pregnant women. 

 
• Enrollment in HUSKY Part B – which provides coverage on a sliding fee 

scale for children in families with incomes over 185% of the federal poverty 
level – is currently at its highest level ever at 16,175.  Additional public 
outreach could help increase this total. 

 
Information about HUSKY services and enrollment is available at 1-877-CT-

HUSKY and www.huskyhealth.com. 
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Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced $1 million in new funding for community outreach and public information aimed at boosting the number of children and teenagers enrolled in Connecticut’s HUSKY healthcare program. 


Governor Rell’s funding authorization, one of the largest for public education and outreach since the HUSKY Plan was launched in 1998, will support grass-roots efforts by schools and community organizations to encourage parents to sign their children up for health coverage.


“For years, Connecticut has offered one of the finest public health coverage programs in the nation,” said Governor Rell, who promoted a highly successful HUSKY media campaign as lieutenant governor in 2001.  “In fact, over 216,700 children and teens under 19 are now enrolled.  The problem is that many more are eligible for health coverage and not enrolled.  We need to change that.”


Most urgently, the Governor noted, HUSKY coverage has actually declined from peak enrollment in June 2005, a trend cited by the advocacy group Connecticut Voices for Children.


“Connecticut Voices for Children is right -- too many parents are not renewing coverage for their children or not signing them up in the first place,” the Governor said.  “Overall enrollment of children fell by about 10,500 over the past six months and 18,300 from peak enrollment.  This downward trend was reversed in August, but the fact remains that many children are still going without health coverage.  This is simply not acceptable in a state that already offers great health benefits for children at little or no cost.


“During the early HUSKY years, community outreach was very successful in spreading the word and led to significant increases in enrollment,” Governor Rell noted.  “The program became established and many people assumed that families knew about it.  Now, I believe it is time to rejuvenate grass-roots efforts to bring the benefits of HUSKY coverage home to more families.”


“We know how to make the HUSKY program more accessible to uninsured families,” said Sharon Langer, senior policy fellow at Connecticut Voices for Children, in comments last week about new U.S. Census Bureau reports on the uninsured.  “Make the application process user-friendly and get the word out in every community of the state that HUSKY is there to help all Connecticut children who need health insurance.”


Based on the Governor’s funding authorization, the Department of Social Services, administering agency of the HUSKY Plan, intends to release a request for proposals to fund innovative community outreach efforts.  Funding will also be used to support a general public information campaign and targeted outreach efforts through school systems and school-based health clinics. 


Governor Rell pointed out that Connecticut’s HUSKY Plan is available to children in families of all incomes.  Coverage is free, low-cost or available at an unsubsidized group rate, depending on family income.


The HUSKY Plan has seen enrollment fluctuate through the years due to economic trends, legislative changes and revised federal mandates.

· Enrollment in HUSKY Part A – which provides totally free coverage for children in families with incomes up to 185% of the federal poverty level (for example, up to $37,000 for a family of four) – now stands at 200,500.


In addition, HUSKY A covers nearly 86,000 eligible parents, relative caregivers and pregnant women.


· Enrollment in HUSKY Part B – which provides coverage on a sliding fee scale for children in families with incomes over 185% of the federal poverty level – is currently at its highest level ever at 16,175.  Additional public outreach could help increase this total.


Information about HUSKY services and enrollment is available at 1-877-CT-HUSKY and www.huskyhealth.com.
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