


14
RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 6, 2009

INDEX OF SPEAKERS

PAGE
DAVID SHUMWAY _ 3
NEIL BROCKWEHL 6
MICHELE CANDERINO ' 10
PAUL CARR 11
GARY EVANS 12

POST REPORTING SERVICE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

* ok ok ok Kk Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok K Kk Kk
IN RE: MAY 7, 2009
2008 ACTION PLAN FOR THE 10:00 A.M.

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION AND
RAPID RE-HOUSING PROGRAM

* ok ok Kk K Kk Kk K k Kk Kk Kk X Kk Kk *

BEFORE: RICK ROBBINS, CHAIRPERSON

POST REPORTING SERVICE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 7, 2009

.Verbatim proceedings of a hearing
before the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic
and Community Development, in the matter of the 2008
Action Plan for the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program, held at 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden,

Connecticut, on May 7, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON RICK ROBBINS: Good morning.
Today is May 7, 2009, and it’s approximately 10:00 a.m.
I'm Rick Robbins from the Connecticut Department of
Economic and Community Development, and I’'m here to
receive public comment relative to a notice issued by the
State of Connecticut on the State’s Draft Substantial
Amendment to the Consolidated Plan for 2008 and the
Action Plan for the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program.

The public comment period began on April
23rd and ends on May 8th. Public hearings on the State’s
Draft Substantial Amendment have been held in Rocky Hill,
this is the second hearing in Hamden, and there will be a
hearing tomorrow in Coventry.

The State’s Draft Plan is for the
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTICN (HPRP)
MAY 7, 2009

utilization of approximately 10.8 million dollars for
funding under Title XII of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

A copy of the Act can be found at
hud.gov\recovery. The purpose of the Homeless Prevention
and Rapid Re-Housing Program funding is to provide
financial assistance and services to either prevent
individuals and families from becoming homeless or to
help those that have experienced homelessness to move --
be quickly re-housed and stabilized.

The State’s funds will_be administered by
the Department of Social Services. All interested
parties are encouraged to participate in reviewing and
providing oral or written comments on the State’s Draft
Plan. A copy of the State’s Draft Plan, as well as the
State’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action
Plans, are available on the Department’s website at

www.decd.orqg.

Written comments can be sent to the
Department, addressed to W. Michael Regan, Community
Development Assistant Administrator, the Office of
Strategy and Policy at the DECD, or they can be e-mailed

to arrafcomments@ct.gov. All comments received will be

addressed 1in our citizen participation and public comment
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 7, 2009

section of our amendment.

My role here today is to make sure that
your comments are part of the public record and that they
are included in the Substantial Amendment. I ask that
you start by identifying yourself and who you represent
before presenting your comments.

At this point, I will open it up to public
comment. Thank you. If you’d come to the table, I'd
appreciate it.

MS. BERNICE GIBBS: Before she gets
started, could I have the website again,
hud.gov\recovery?

CHAIRPERSON ROBBINS: Recovery.

MS. JUDY SKLARZ: Good morning. My name
is Judy Sklarz. I am representing today United Way of
Coastal Fairfield County, which stretches from Stratford
down to Darien, and, also, the Bridgeport Continuum of
Care.

Mine are sort of comments and a couple of
questions, so I guess that’s appropriafe. I would like
to suggest that a six to eight-week return time for any
regional proposal be allowed, because the nature of a
region, whatever that is, will take some time to

negotiate and make sure that the folks who need to

POST REPORTING SERVICE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
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participate in this have sufficient time to think about
their roles, rather than just throw something on a piece
of paper, which isn’t well thought out, which leads to
sort of the determination of the catchment area clause.

I don’t know i1f there has been a
determination. Rumor has it it’s the foreclosure
prevention. Those are the words I’ve heard. For us,
that’ s great, because 1t covers what we cover.

Again, when you say five catchment areas,
that’s sort of a little too ioose. It would be good to
define those, so, again, you know, we’re not running
around the state trying to figure out who we’re supposed
to be talking to while developing an application.

There also needs to be some clarity for
cities, such as Bridgeport, New Haven and the others,
where they have gotten theif own allocations, but how
will these funds apply or not apply to them, you know,
granted, in Bridgeport, there’s 1.3 million, and while
that’s a lot of money, there are a lot of people, and the
costs of relocating, re-housing and prevention in
Fairfield County are quite high.

We just need clarity in our own area to
figure out what’s going on. Baéically, those are my

comments.
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 7, 2009

CHAIRPERSON ROBBINS: Thank you.

MS. SKLARZ: You're welcome. How long are
you here for?

CHAIRPERSON ROBBINS: I’11 be here
probably until there’s no more comments.

MS. SKLARZ: I heard somebody from CCH was
coming.

CHAIRPERSON ROBBINS: Okay. What we’ll
do, if there’s no one else that wants to comment at this
time, we’ll adjourn the public hearing until others show,
and then we’ll reopen the hearing and take additional
comments, so we may be in and out of this. That way, we
don’t have to record the whole thing while we sit here in
silence, okay? Thank you.

(Off the record)

CHAIRPERSON ROBBINS: Since no member of
the public has appeared to provide comment for over an
hour, we will close this hearing at 11:15 on the 9th day
of May. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 11:15
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTICON (HPRP)
' MAY 8, 2009

.Verbatim proceedings of a hearing
before the State of Connecticut, Department of Economic
and Community Development, in the matter of the 2008
Action Plan for the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program, held at 1712 Main Street, Coventry,

Connecticut, on May 8, 2009 at 10:09 a.m.

CHAIRPERSON DEBRRA LANDRY: Today is

Friday, May 8, 2009. 1It’s 10:00 a.m. I am Debra Landry

‘'of the Department of Economic and Community Development,

and I’'m here to receive public comment in response to the
State’s Draft Substantial Amendment to the Consolidated
Plan 2008 Action Plan for Homelessness Prevention and
Rapid Re-Housing, also known as HPRP.
The State’s Draft HPRP Substantial

Amendment is for the utilization of approximately
$10,818,309 of funding under Title XII of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, also known as
ARRA, and as they apply to the Federal programs included
in the State’s 2005/2009 Consolidated Plan.

| The purpose of the HPRP funding is to

provide financial assistance and services to either
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 8, 2009

prevent individuals and families from becoming homeless
or help those who are experiencing homelessness to be
quickly re-housed and stabilizéd.

| The State’s HPRP funds will be
administered by the Department of Social Services and the
Department of Economic and Community Development acts as
the lead for the State’s Consolidated Plan.

My role here today is to make sure that
your comments become part of the public record and that
they dre addressed in the Substantial Amendment. I would ;
ask before you present your comments you start by |
identifying yourself and, as applicable, who you are
representing.

Since there’s no member of the public
currently present to provide comment, I will recess until
such time as someone appears to do so.

(Off the record)

MS. KATHRYN CREES: I'm Kathryn Crees.
I'm the Vice President of Development and Community
Services for the Access Community Action Agency, but I’'m
actually here representing the‘Windham and Tolland County
Continuum of Care.

Through this funding socurce, there is some

collaboration that’s required with the continuums, and as
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MAY 8, 2009

part of that for the Windham and Tolland County Continuum
of Care, I'm here to speak to just a couple of things.
One is in the Draft Plan. It’s noted competitive
proposals are requested from five catchment areas.

So the Windham/Tolland Continuum of Care
requests that consideration be given when designing these
catchment areas to geographic areas with existing
continuums and homeless service providers, specifically
by creating separate and distinct northeastern and
southeastern catchment areas to ensure equitable
distribution of funds to service providers.

We’re a little concerned with the five
catchment areas, as to how they’ll be broken out and
whether, say, like the southeastern and sort oflthe
northeastern Continuum of Cares will be competing against
each other.

Typically, when that happens, this area
gets shortchanged, so we want to make sure that the
people that are represented in northeastern Connecticut
and the service providers in northeastern Connecticut
have a fair opportunity to apply for these funds and
assist the people that we have in this area, because
there’s a lot of people doing Rapid Re-Housing.

We have counselors in shelters. We have
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RE: 2008 ACTION PLAN FOR HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION (HPRP)
MAY 8, 2009

no fee shelters. We have, you know, permanent shelters,
so we want to make sure that the people in this area are
properly represented in that RFP.

The second thing is, and I know this is
difficult, but I was asked to say this, so I will; the
Windham/Tolland Continuum also requests that
consideration be given to maximizing the impact of these
funds by ensuring the State utilizes as much funding as
possible to direct service delivery needs and minimize
the administrative costs of the State. I had to say
that.

That’s really the only comments we have,
other than we want to thank you for the opportunity to
present, and that was it. We just really want to make
sure that there’s an opportunity for the northeast area
to be competitive in the solicitation.

CHAIRPERSON LANDRY: Thank you very much
for your comments today.

MS. CREES: Okay. That’s all I have.

CHATIRPERSON LANDRY: 1Is there anyone else
that is interested in providing comment at this time?
Okay. We’ll close down again until further --

(Off the record)

CHAIRPERSON LANDRY: This is Debra Landry
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with the Department of Economic and Community
Development, and since no other member of the public has
appeared to provide comment, we will close this hearing
at 12:00 noon.

{(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 12:00

p.m.)
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Substantial Amendment to the Consolidated Plan 2008 Action Plan for the
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP)

Appendix C: Consolidated Plan Final Rule

Consolidated Plan
Final Rule

24 CFR Part 91

January 5, 1995
(updated through February 6, 2006 )

HUD-40119



"Controlled substance" means a controlled substance in Schedules I
through V of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812) and as further
defined by regulation (21 CFR 1308.11 through 1308.15);

"Conviction" means a finding of guilt (including a plea of nolo
contendere) or imposition of sentence, or both, by any judicial body
charged with the responsibility to determine violations of the Federal or
State criminal drug statutes;

"Criminal drug statute”" means a Federal or non-Federal criminal statute
involving the manufacture, distribution, dispensing, use, or possession of
any controlled substance;

"Employee" means the employee of a grantee directly engaged in the
performance of work under a grant, including: (i) All "direct charge"
employees; (ii) all "indirect charge" employees unless their impact or
involvement is insignificant to the performance of the grant; and (iti)
temporary personnel and consultants who are directly engaged in the
performance of work under the grant and who are on the grantee's payroll.
This definition does not include workers not on the payroll of the grantee
(e.g., volunteers, even if used to meet a matching requirement; consultants
or independent contractors not on the grantee's payroll; or employees of
subrecipients or subcontractors in covered workplaces).



