
Manufacturing Innovation Fund Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
Department of Economic and Community Development
July 14, 2015
8:30 AM-10:00 AM
Conference Call
Attendance
· Board Members via Phone: Commissioner Catherine Smith, John Zoldy, Donald Balducci, Colin Cooper, Chris DiPentima, Todd Pihl, Beverlee Dacey and John Harrity 
· Quorum: Yes
· Others via Phone: Vinnie Valente, Elliot Ginsberg, Jennifer Herz, Bernice Zampano, Barbara Fernandez, Carmen Molina-Rios, Rob Michalik and Ben Arsenault 
Minutes
Meeting called to order by Chair Commissioner Catherine H. Smith at 8:32 am.  

1. Commissioner Smith welcomed the board to the meeting and introductions were made. 
2. Minutes: Commissioner called to approve the minutes from June 9th. Board approved with the contingency that the spelling errors to be corrected and Todd Pihl be added as present via phone. 
3. Apprenticeship Update: Barbara Fernandez stated that DECD has received the draft budget and MOU from DOL and that DECD should be able to launch this program this week. Vinnie Valente said that DOL agrees and the commissioner asked for a press release to go out next week and to possible have the Governor attend a press conference showcasing this program in the near future.
4. Young Manufacturers Academy Update: Barbara Fernandez said that YMA will hit the goal of 100 students and Elliot Ginsberg agreed and mentioned that CCAT is looking into the “Dream it do it” program and other states for ideas. 
5. C-pace Setter Program: Update was provided by Colin Cooper, Beverlee Dacey and Carmen Molina-Rios.  The discussion focused on the below program components that are under consideration by the subcommittee and the Green Bank:
a. Size of manufacturers;
b. Owner occupied facilities;
c. Project max of $30,000; and 
d. Research that is being performed by DOL.  A list of manufacturers will be provided to DECD and MIF Subcommittee to help determine market size. 
6. Governor’s Two Year budget. Update by Rob Michalik. No impact to the Manufacturing sector. Commissioner Smith identified that within the budget the MIF two year allocation is $40 million (FY16 $20M and FY17 $20M). 
7. Manufacturing Policy Group: Commissioner is the lead of this group. The board discussed and agreed that the MPG should meet separately and have one representative to report the MIF Board.
8. IMCP Update: Commissioner congratulates the entire team for winning the designation.   
9. Other Business: Next meeting will be on August 11th, could be a possible conference call again.
Commissioner Smith Adjourned meeting at 9:29 a.m.

