Manufacturing Innovation Fund Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
Department of Economic and Community Development
September 8, 2015
8:30 AM-10:00 AM
505 Hudson Street
Hartford, Connecticut


Attendance
· Board Members: Commissioner Catherine Smith, Donald Balducci, Chris DiPentima, Todd Pihl, Beverlee Dacey 
· Board Members via Phone: John Harrity 
· Quorum: Yes
· Others: Elliot Ginsberg, Paul Striebel, Jennifer Herz, Tracey Ariel, Susan Palisano, Bonnie Del Conte, Kathy Marioni, Bernice Zampano, Eleanor Lennon, Barbara Fernandez, Carmen Molina-Rios, Rob Michalik, Alison Lubin and Ben Arsenault 
Minutes
Meeting called to order by Chair Commissioner Catherine H. Smith at 8:45 am.  

1. Call to Order: Commissioner Smith welcomed the board to the meeting and performed introductions.
2. Manufacturing Day/Month: Overview by Susan Palisano. 
· Manufacturing day will be held on October 2nd
· “Dream it do it” will kick off the month with “Manufacturing Mania!” in Bristol. Throughout October there will be summits, college open houses and workshops around the state. 
· Manufacturing Month plans on directly engaging 550 students and 50 industries. 
· Carmen Molina-Rios mentioned that any participation or assistants from companies on Manufacturing day/ month will result in recognition on the national IMCP website.
3. Young Manufacturers Academy: Overview by Susan Palisano. 
· This year’s Young Manufacturers Academy was a success. There were six summer academies;  Prince (Hartford), Cheney (Manchester), CCAT (East Hartford – South Windsor), EC Goodwin (New Britain), Platt (Milford) Kaynor (Waterbury)
· There were 96 students participants from 27 cities and towns, with a quarter to a third of the students being female.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Academic groups ranged from 14 to 20 students.
· 22 manufacturers and educational partners assisted with facilitated site visits and/or exhibited at the Career Fair, with support from 150 parents/family members. 
4. Manufacturing Bus: Overview by Susan Palisano. 
· Goodwin College is in the process of building a Manufacturing Bus to tour the state. The aim is to educate students on a career in Manufacturing, while getting hands on experience. 
· The MIF is looking to fund $50,000 toward the Manufacturing Bus project; a proposal will be created and vote will be needed before approval.
5. Apprenticeship Initiative Update: Overview by Eleanor Lennon. 
· The Apprenticeship Initiative had a soft launch on July 17th.
· The program has received 24 applications and 31 apprentices registered. 
· At the start of the launch, many inquires were generated about the program but the applications have started to decrease. 
· Kathy Marioni stated that DOL is currently setting up a marketing plan to increase awareness of the apprentice program.
6. IMCP Designation: Overview by Carmen Molina-Rios. 
· Matt Fall has been appointed CT’s IMCP liaison and the kick-off meeting will be schedule for September 16th at 10am. 
· The kick-off meeting will introduce Matt Fall to the Consortium and outline the next steps each sub-group has to complete.
7. Approval of July 14th Meeting Minutes – Motion to approve by Catherine Smith, Chris DiPentima approved, Todd Pihl 2nd, everyone in agreement
8. Financial Report: Reviewed by Commissioner Smith 
· Reviewed the current financial report of the MIF as of August 4, 2015. 
· Commissioner Smith highlighted the total board approved was $27,079,000, total paid was $11,055,000 and the remaining balance was $16,024,000.
9. Other Business: 
· Commissioner mentioned that the MIF Annual Report is due in January 2016 and the board is encouraged to send DECD feedback on the first draft. 
10. Commissioner Smith motioned to adjourned meeting, John Harrity approves, Todd Pihl seconds Meeting Adjourned at 9:49 a.m.
11. Next meeting scheduled for October 13th.

