Corrected Minutes

March 27, 2008
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, March 27, 2008, at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 2-A, 2nd floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.

Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairperson

· Enid Oresman, Vice-Chairperson

· Jaclyn Bernstein

· Rebecca Doty

· Sister Sally J. Tolles

· Dennis Riley

· Kenneth Bernhard

· Michael Rion
· Ernest N. Abate

The following staff members of the OSE also attended the meeting:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director 

· Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk
· Meredith Trimble, Director of Education

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

Also present:

Democratic and Republican Caucus Attorneys

Barbara Housen proceeded to administer the affirmation of oath to new Board Member Ernest N. Abate.

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The Minutes of the February 21, 2008 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.   On the motion of Ms. Bernstein, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to one (1) to approve the minutes.  Mr. Abate abstained.
2. Attorney O’Dowd reported on the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Caucus Attorneys’ Representation of Legislators in Ethics Enforcement Actions”.  Attorneys from both caucuses presented their opposition to the opinion and requested the Board not to adopt the opinion. 
After much discussion, on the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted 7 (seven) to (2) two, not to table the advisory opinion.
After extensive consideration and discussion, the Board voted four (4) to five (5)   against adoption of the opinion.   The members against adoption of the opinion were Ms. Oresman, Ms. Doty, Mr. Riley, Mr. Bernhard and Mr. Abate.
Sister Tolles moved to re-visit the opinion at the May 29, 2008 regular meeting, seconded by Mr. Rion; the Board voted (9) to zero (0) in favor.   
The Board created a subcommittee to re-evaluate and research the draft opinion over the next two months.  The four Board members appointed to the committee were Sister Tolles, Mr. Riley, Mr. Abate and Mr. Bernhard. 
Board Member Jaclyn Bernstein excused herself and left the meeting at 3:20 p.m.
3. Ms. Trimble presented the Board with her report on education.  She reported that three out of six OSE 2008 guides have been updated and that handouts and Power Point presentations on parts 1 and 2 of the Code have also been included on OSE’s website for public use.  She stated that the e website will be updated in the coming months. She reported on the upcoming OSE informational table/booth at the Legislative Office Building and also on training being offered to the public.
4. Attorney Jones presented the Board with the Enforcement Division Report and offered to answer any questions or concerns regarding the report.  
Discussion took place regarding settlements for late filings of Communicator Lobbyists Reports (ETH-2A), and Client Lobbyist Reports (ETH-2D).
On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to approve the settlement cases of 2008-2UL; 2008-3UL; 2008-5UL; 2008-7UL thru 2008-12UL; 2008-34UL; 2008-41UL and 2008-51 UL.
Attorney Jones also informed the Board of the upcoming hearings of April 2, 2008. 

On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Bernhard, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to appoint Mr. Riley as the hearing officer for the upcoming hearings on April 2, 2008.  Mr. Riley abstained.
Attorney Jones asked that the Board take a vote to add additional matters pertaining to settlement of cases to the agenda as follows:  2008-35UL; 2008-36UL; 2008-47UL and 2008-39UL.
On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to add matters 2008-35UL; 2008-36UL; 2008-39UL and 2008-47UL to the agenda.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman and Sister Tolles abstaining, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept settlement on matters 2008-35 UL and 2008-36UL.

On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept settlement on matters 2008-39UL and 2008-47UL, 

Attorney Jones stated that two matters involving the ETH-2A forms remain open, and asked that the Board approve an advance settlement on the exact same terms on matters 2008-43UL and 2008-45UL.   
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to add to the agenda matters 2008-43 UL and 2008-45 UL.  
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to give Attorney Jones authority to settle above matters at $10 per day for each day the forms were late.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) in favor of approving the Enforcement Audits.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, with Mr. Riley recusing himself, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to enter into Executive Session to discuss negotiations of pending litigation in matters scheduled for the upcoming hearings on April 2, 2008.
Mr. Riley left the meeting at 3:40 p.m.

The Board entered into Executive session at 3:40 p.m.  

On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Mr. Rion the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the settlement in matter 2008- 24L at $5 per day for each day that the forms were late.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add to the agenda matters 2008-15UL; 2008-18UL; 2008-19UL; 2008-24UL; 2008- 26UL and 2008-27UL.
On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept the settlements for each of those cases in the amount of $5 per day for each day their forms were late.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add to the agenda item to give authority to Attorney Jones to settle other pending matters at $5 per day for each day the forms are late.  The Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) in favor to give Attorney Jones authority to settle other pending matters at $5 per day for each day the forms are late.
Mr. Worgaftik requested that Item # 6 on the agenda, “Regulations”, be tabled for next month’s meeting.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted
seven (7) to zero (0) to table Item #6 on the Agenda, “Regulations” for our
 next Board meeting.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add matter 2008-14UL to the agenda.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Ms. Oresman, with Mr. Worgaftik, Mr. Rion, Sister Tolles and Mr. Abate opposing, the Board voted four (4) to three (3) not to accept the counter offer for above matter 2008-14UL in the amount of $2.50 per day for each day their forms were late.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Bernhard, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) in favor of adding matter 2008-30UL to the agenda.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Bernhard, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) not to accept the counter offer for matter 2008-30UL in the amount of $115.00.
5. Attorney Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division report.  
6. Ms. Carson updated the Board on Legislation.  
7. Ms. Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s report.
The Board adjourned the meeting at 4:05 p.m.

Prepared by:  Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk, Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board

Approved on:   
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