Corrected Minutes

April 24, 2008
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 2-A, 2nd floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.

Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairperson

· Enid Oresman, Vice-Chairperson

· Jaclyn Bernstein, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member (attended the meeting via conference call)
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Member
· Dennis Riley, Member
· Michael Rion, Member
The following members of the Board were absent:

· Ernest Abate

· Kenneth Bernhard

The following staff members of the OSE also attended the meeting:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director 
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk
· Meredith Trimble, Director of Education
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The Minutes of the March 27, 2008 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.   On the motion of Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the minutes with correction noted by Mr. Rion 
Correction was made to the March 27, 2008 meeting minutes to include the motion made by the Board to properly record a vote under the item presented by Attorney O’Dowd, Draft Advisory Opinion, “Caucus Attorneys’ Representation of Legislators in Ethics Enforcement Actions.”
2. The Hearing Officer’s report on the following cases were discussed:
a. Office of State Ethics vs. Maria Cahill, Docket No. 2008-45UL
Ms. Maria Cahill did not attend the meeting.
On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the Hearing Officer’s report regarding Office of State Ethics vs. Maria Cahill.
b. Office of State Ethics vs. Connecticut Assisted Living Association, Docket No. 2008-14UL
Representatives from the Connecticut Assisted Living Association were present at the meeting and presented their argument on the Hearing Officer’s report.
On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted seven  (7) to zero (0) to approve the Hearing Officer’s report regarding Office of State Ethics vs. Connecticut Assisted Living Association.
c. Office of State Ethics vs. Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut, Inc., Docket No. 2008-20UL
Representatives from the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut, Inc. were present at the meeting and presented argument on the Hearing Officer’s report.
On the motion by Mr. Rion seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to reduce the fine recommended by the Hearing Officer from $10 to $5 dollars per day for each day each form was delinquent.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept the revised Hearing Officer’s report in Office of State Ethics vs. the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut, Inc.
3. Attorney O’Dowd presented the Board with the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Interpretation of General Statutes Section 1-97 (d)”, AO #2008-2.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the Draft Advisory Opinion as presented.
4. Regulations – General Counsel Housen informed the Board that OSE received a call from the Speaker’s office asking to defer action on Part II of the proposals.  She indicated that the regulations have been presented in two parts, Part I and Part II, and that OSE staff, after careful review, recommends that the Board adopt 10 of 15 proposals in Part I and defer from acting on the other 5 because of pending legislation. She mentioned that proposals in Part II are not recommended by the OSE staff.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) not to act on Part II of the Regulations.
Discussion took place regarding the proposed regulations and whether to postpone action on all proposals to the July 2008 Board meeting.

On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to table all of the proposed Regulations as presented until the July 2008 Board meeting.
5. Attorney O’Dowd presented the Board with a petition received today from a State Marshal asking the Board for an extension of the May 1, 2008 submission deadline of the Statement of Financial Interest for approximately 4-6 weeks.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add to the agenda the petition from State Marshal John Lepito to extend the May 1, 2008 submission deadline of the Statement of Financial Interest for approximately 4-6 weeks.
Discussion took place regarding the petition from the State Marshal.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to decline the petition from the State Marshal John Lepito to waive the May 1, 2008, submission deadline of the Statement of Financial Interest, on the basis that it does not meet the Code of Ethics’ requirement of an impossibility.
6. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Board with the Enforcement Report and 5 audits conducted by the Enforcement Division.
Discussion took place regarding recourse on audit fines and actions taken by OSE staff in getting the message across to lobbyists regarding the enforcing of the fines.
On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve all Enforcement Audits.

On the motion by Mr. Rion seconded by Ms. Bernstein and with Mr. Riley abstaining, the Board voted  six (6) to zero (0) to appoint Mr. Riley as the Hearing Officer for a May 14, 2008 hearing. 
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, and with Mr. Riley abstaining, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation in a matter scheduled for a May 14, 2008 hearing.

Mr. Riley left the room.  The Board moved into Executive Session at 2:25 p.m.

The Board moved back into regular session at 2:37 p.m.  Mr. Riley returned to the meeting.
On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Ms. Oresman, and with Ms. Bernstein and Mr. Riley abstaining, the Board voted five (5) to two (2) to decline the counter settlement offer in the matter of Commonwealth Restaurant Group, Docket No. 2008-UL30.
Discussion took place regarding whether enough votes were cast to render the vote as binding.  Upon conferring with the Legal Division, it was determined that six (6) votes are required in order for the Board to take action.  Enforcement Officer Jones stated that he would table the matter until the next Board meeting. 
7. Director Carson updated the Board on legislation.  She reported on OSE’s Senate Bill 334 which has language regarding subpoenas and the approval process by board members, six board members being physically present for the entirety of a hearing, and a prohibition that there is no ex parte communication between the board and its members and the judge trial referee or the OSE staff.  She informed that she was able to have this bill amended to change some of the language so that the Board would still have counsel.

8. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  She reminded the Board to file their SFI’s and to include in their description of source of income their income from the OSE meetings.
9. Ms. Trimble presented the Board with the Education Report.  She reported on the training sessions conducted with respect to the regulated community and also on the training sessions that will be added to the OSE’s website.  She also reported on the upcoming 2008 Ethics Conference which has been tentatively scheduled for September 26, 2008.
10. Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s report.  She reported on OSE’s budget noting that the funds are being utilized to improve OSE’s goals and responsibilities, and she also reported on staff updates.  
The Board adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m.

Prepared by:  Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk, Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board

Approved on:   
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