
Minutes
November 19, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, November 19, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman G. Kenneth Bernhard called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· G. Kenneth Bernhard, Chairman
· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· Rebecca M. Doty, Member (participated via teleconference)
· David Gay, Member
· Dennis Riley, Member 

· Winthrop S. Smith, Jr., Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the October 22, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for   approval.
On the motion by Vice Chairman Dooley, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.
2. Chairman Bernhard presented his report.  He stated that Mr. Riley and Ms. Doty volunteered to serve on the University of Connecticut and the Community Colleges Oversight Committees.
On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to appoint Ms. Doty and Mr. Riley as representatives to serve on the University of Connecticut and the Community Colleges Oversight Committees.  Ms. Doty and Mr. Riley abstained.
Chairman Bernhard also asked Board members to provide Executive Director Carson with the confidentiality signoff sheets and to provide him with any feedback or comments to be included in Executive Director Carson’s performance evaluation.
3. At 1:22 p.m. Chairman Bernhard convened a public hearing regarding the Proposed Increase to Lobbyist Registration fees.  He opened the floor for comments from anyone who wished to address the Board.
Mr. Roger Smith from Clean Water Action, 645 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105, addressed the Board regarding the Proposed Increase to Lobbyist Registration fees.
Anita Schepker, President of the Connecticut Lobbyist Association also addressed the Board.  She indicated that she and other lobbyists will be meeting shortly with Executive Director Carson and Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski regarding statutory and regulatory changes and that the lobbyist community will present comments on the Proposed Increase to Lobbyist Registration fees at a later date.
Chairman Bernhard thanked Ms. Schepker and Mr. Smith and indicated that the Board looks forward to working with the lobbyist community.
Discussion ensued regarding the proposed increase to lobbyist registration fees.  Mr. Riley asked Executive Director Carson the effective date of the proposed increase, and she indicated that it would not be effective until after the regulatory review process concluded with approval from the legislative Regulations Review Committee.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Vice Chairman Dooley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to adjourn the Public Hearing.
Following a discussion on whether the Board has adopted Robert Rules or Order, Mr. Smith made a motion that the Board stops the regulatory review process of the proposed regulatory increase to lobbyist registration fees, which would increase the biennial fee to $250, and the one year fee to $125.  The motion was not seconded.  Chairman Bernhard indicated that no further action would be taken on the motion and that the process would continue regarding the proposed regulatory increase to lobbyist registration fees.
Executive Director Carson stated that a review of the status of Roberts Rules of Order will be provided at the December meeting.
4. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski made a presentation in connection with Legislative Proposals for 2010.   He referred to corrections that were made to the Governance Proposals as shown on the “Corrections” sheet which he handed to the Board members prior to commencement of the meeting.  Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski also informed the Board of additions and/or corrections that were made to Amendments #4 and #6 of the Statutory Proposals.  
Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski also updated the Board on the issue of the definition of “lobbyist” and “lobbying” and explained that the OSE is still awaiting comments from the Attorney General’s office.
Discussion ensued regarding the legislative proposals and also regarding the issue of the definition of “lobbyist” and “lobbying.”
On the motion by Vice Chairman Dooley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to accept and approved the Legislative Proposals for 2010 as amended by the changes that were noted during discussion.
5. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  She updated the Board regarding complaints that Priscilla Dickman had filed against the Office of State Ethics with the Freedom of Information Commission (FOIC) were included in her report.  She indicated that both complaints were dismissed by the FOIC.
General Counsel Housen also indicated that, during last month’s meeting, Board Member Abate mentioned the ethics policy insofar as it related to a discussion concerning political activities.  She explained that each agency is required to have an ethics policy and that a written policy was adopted by the OSE.  General Counsel Housen indicated that a draft advisory opinion addressing political activities will be presented at the next board meeting; and, if adopted, components could be incorporated into the ethics policy.
6. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.   Ms. Trimble informed the OSE that the annual a conference at the Legislative Office Building for lobbyists and legislators was held this morning and that it was very successful.  In terms of media, she reported that the miscellaneous information in the board packet included articles regarding the new board members and officers; two press releases regarding two enforcement settlements—the court monitor and the state marshal—and also coverage regarding the Priscilla Dickman matter.  In terms of training, she stated that the OSE was asked to reach out to other groups like municipal leaders through the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities and that she will be offering training to The Connecticut Legal Rights Project.  She also reported that the Insurance Department as well as the Secretary of the State staff will be receiving OSE training.  
Ms. Trimble reported that she sent an email to all state ethics liaisons to determine which training tools are being used by them.  Information she received in return was that the online training, the electronic newsletter and the plain language guides are the most popular tools being used.  She indicated that in 2010, the OSE will gather additional data regarding training and tools offered and that this information will be reported to the legislature in the results-based accountability project.
7. Executive Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report.  She indicated that the Enforcement Division will be posting the Investigator position vacated by Mr. Randall Law.  She also reported that an intern will be joining the OSE staff and will be working as a volunteer two days of the week.

Executive Director Carson made a power point presentation to the Board Members that explained the OSE Budget for FY 2010 – FY 2011.  Vice Chairman Dooley asked Executive Director Carson to keep the Board apprised of any changes or proposals to the budget.
 (Mr. Wooden left the meeting.) 

8. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He informed the Board that the following hearings have been scheduled:  January 14, 2010, UAPA hearing; January 20, 2010, probable cause hearing; and February 19, 2010 as the date by which a board hearing must commence if the probable cause matter scheduled for January 20th goes forward.  He also noted that the probable cause hearing on the Perelli matter would likely be scheduled the week of January 10, 2010.
Enforcement Officer Jones addressed the Board with five audits conducted by the Enforcement Division.  
Enforcement Officer Jones withdrew the Bestech Inc. audit from consideration due to an error in the findings but indicated that the audit will be included on the agenda for the December regular meeting; therefore, only the following four audits were being presented.

1. Automated Waste Disposal
2. Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, Inc.
3. Great Wolf Resorts, Inc.

4. Red Robin

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Vice Chairman Dooley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the four (4) above-listed enforcement audits as presented. 
Chairperson Bernhard then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.

The Board adjourned the meeting at 3:12 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
__________________


Date approved by the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board of the Office of State Ethics
PAGE  
- 3 -

