October 26, 2010

Advisory Opinion Update 

On October 21, 2010 the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board met and decided on an opinion, summarized below. Click on the AO number to read the full text of the opinion. 
Advisory Opinion No 2010-6:  Further Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to Members of the Children’s Trust Fund Council 
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board concluded that, because members of the Children’s Trust Fund Council satisfy the definition of “member of an advisory board,” they are excluded from the definition of “public official” and therefore not subject to the Code’s provisions.    

Thank You!
Thank you to the liaisons who responded to our questionnaire about your use of the OSE’s educational tools.  We are analyzing the responses and will share the results with you in the November Liaison Message.  We welcome any additional responses or feedback.
Thanks also to those of you who attended the 2010 Ethics Conference on October 1.  We received much positive feedback.  Please let us know if you have any suggestions for a keynote speaker or ideas for breakout sessions at the next conference.
Keep Ethics Material Current
The Office of State Ethics suggests that state agencies, particularly human resources departments, provide a link to the OSE website on their websites to ensure easy and direct access to the most current OSE materials and information.  We have learned recently that some agencies were distributing very outdated material, such as the Guides to the Code of Ethics to new and current employees.  

  

Personnel Changes
The November elections will inevitably lead to a number of personnel changes in state agencies.  Please:

· notify the OSE when individuals who are mandated Statements of Financial Interests (SFI) filers have left their position.  
· inform new employees who are required to file SFIs of their obligation to file by May 1, 2011.  (Note that individuals appointed after March 31, 2011 must file within 30 days of appointment.)
· begin to update agency filer lists in preparation for the 2011 SFI filing by clicking on link https://www.oseapps.ct.gov/sfi/security/loginhome.aspx. 

· remind departing officials of the revolving door provisions of the Code of Ethics. 
· encourage both departing and new officials and employees  to seek advice from the OSE if they have any questions.
* * *
The OSE is committed to providing you with the tools and resources that will foster positive ethical behavior in state government.  Please call on us if you need anything that will help your agency and its employees to do the same.
Carol Carson

Executive Director

