
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes

September 21, 2010 Meeting
Members Present:  Sue Cousineau, Judge Christine Keller, Shelley Geballe (by telephone), Marie Mas (by telephone), Harry Romanowitz
Members Excused:  Michael Schwarzchild
OCA Staff Present:  Jeanne Milstein, Sharon Dexler
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) Advisory Committee came to order at 10:15AM.

Approval of Minutes from Meeting of July 9, 2010:
The minutes from the July 9, 2010 regular meeting were approved.
Old Business:

Legislative Priorities:

· Transfer of Young Adults – This bill did not pass in the past Session.  OCA will be partnering with the Connecticut Legal Rights Project, Center for Children’s Advocacy on this legislative proposal as it is an OCA legislative priority for the upcoming Session.
· Congregate Care – Because of the number of children under the age of 6 in congregate care in Connecticut, OCA may propose legislation which would require that children under 6 not be placed in congregate care.

Update by Child Advocate:
Amicus Brief – The Department of Children and Families filed a motion to vacate the Juan F. Consent Decree and Exit Plan in federal court.  The Plaintiffs, represented by Children’s Rights, have filed a memorandum of law in opposition to the Defendant’s motion.  OCA submitted an amicus brief to the Court in support of the plaintiffs.  Oral arguments will be heard tomorrow.  The last quarterly report recently released by the Federal Court Monitor showed a decrease in needs met/treatment planning over the previous quarter.
York Correctional Institution (YCI)/Services for Girls/Manson Youth Correctional Institution – The census of girls at York Correctional Institution has been low for almost a year; OCA will continue its work in this facility.  Manson Youth Institution, a correctional facility for boys, will be a priority area for OCA during this fiscal year.  We will be looking at the conditions of confinement (including boys being locked up for 23 out of 24 hours per day) and the orientation that is given to boys upon re-entry.
Riverview Hospital/Connecticut Children’s Place (CCP) – Riverview will remain a focus of OCA staff’s attention.  The seclusion and restraint rates are starting to show a reduction.  CCP will also be a focus of OCA staff’s attention; the facility has a new superintendent and is trying to reduce its census.
Mental Health Coalition – Former Governor Weicker and Senator Christopher Dodd serve as honorary co-chairs.  Coalition will hold a candidates forum on Friday, October 22, 2010.  Their policy statement will be forwarded to members.
Child Fatality Review Panel (CFRP) – The Child Fatality Review Panel has recently seen a number of child fatalities as a result of children falling out of windows.  Dr. Romanowitz will try to locate the Stamford ordinance that requires window guards on all rental units and makes landlords responsible for the installation.  CFRP is focusing on prevention in safe sleep, shaken baby and suicide.
New Business:
None.
Other Business/Announcements:
Marie Mas has begun a Ph.D. program at American International College in Springfield, MA.
Adjournment– Meeting was adjourned at 11:05AM.
Next meeting:  January 4, 2011 at 10:00 AM at the Office of the Child Advocate, 999 Asylum Avenue, Hartford, CT

