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New London - Officials from U.S. Sen. Christopher J. Dodd's office and the U.S. Coast Guard Academy responded Monday to a challenge
raised about a recent event held at the academy.

Former congressman Rob Simmons criticized Dodd's “health care listening tour” stop Saturday, at which residents were invited to share their
opinions on reforming the nation's health care system. Simmons said federal facilities should not be used as “a backdrop for partisan political
programs.”

Roughly 400 people attended the event at the academy. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, D-2nd District, and Kevin Lembo, the state's health care
advocate, also participated.

"Health care is not a Democratic issue or a Republican issue, it is an issue that affects all Americans,” Bryan DeAngelis, spokesman for Dodd,
said in a statement Monday.

Dodd's health care events, which are open to the public, have also been held at Goodwin College in East Hartford and Western Connecticut
State University in Danbury.

Public Affairs Specialist First Class Ryan Doss, a Coast Guard Academy spokesman, said academy officials viewed the event as an
“‘opportunity for constituents to speak with their elected officials in a town hall forum.”

"We made sure everyone involved knew that there couldn't be any type of campaigning involved, no posters and no signs,” he said. “Since that
wasn't the intent of the event, it was allowed.”

Simmons, who said he could not attend the event because of a scheduling conflict, originally planned to write to academy superintendent Rear
Adm. J. Scott Burhoe. He said he decided not to because he was promised a meeting with Burhoe, who is currently out of state.

"Health care is a very important issue, but in fairness, the event was hosted by two Democrats presenting their point of view, and | didn't see
an alternative point of view from the other party,” he said.

New London
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