PAIMI Advisory Council Meeting Minutes

The PAIMI Advisory Council met at 11:00 a.m. on November 14, 2007 at the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities.

Present:
Tracie Zavatsky, Susan Aranoff, Corrie Morse, Walt Wetmore, Josefa Correa 
Carrie Czerwinski, William Curtis Denton, and Selina Welborn 
Absent:
Evelyn Melendez
Staff: 
Susan Werboff, PAIMI Program Director, James McGaughey, Executive Director Gretchen Knauff, Assistant Director and Nancy Alisberg, Managing Attorney

CALL TO ORDER

The PAIMI Advisory Council meeting was called to order at 11:20 a.m.  The minutes were reviewed from the September 12, 2007 meeting and were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

Nancy Alisberg – Managing Attorney’s Report

· Bolmer – One more deposition left.  Summary judgment motions due in January 2008.  OPA not filing one.  OPA to respond in February 2008.  Settlement is not being discussed at this point.
· New Horizons – More active.  Depositions scheduled to start in two weeks.  Middle of March 2008 summary judgment is due.  Will be filing a motion for summary judgment.

· Choinski – Conditions are better at times and worse at times.  Not as many prisoners sent back to Northern Correctional Institution from Garner Correctional Institution.

· OPA v. CT – Submitted a draft complaint to the defendants that included “place savers.”  Names of individuals in the nursing homes are not being used yet.  Drafted the complaint as if it is a class action.  Sent to defendants.  Defendants have responded.  It has been sent it to the Judge.  Waiting to hear the Judge’s response.

Entire complaint has been dismissed at this point.  

Susan Werboff – Program Director’s Report
· AdHoc – DCF/DMHAS Committee on the April death of a young adult.  The committee continues to meet but is not reviewing the actual incident due to confidentiality.  Instead it is a review of the DCF and DMHAS service system.
· Restraint Injury – Susan W. reviewed the latest restraint injury report from DCF.  It occurred on a young person at Deveraux School in Massachusetts.
· PAIMI Advisory Council and PAIMI Program Annual Report – Susan is spending a great deal of time writing the reports.  She has been contacting individual Council members to determine how they would like to be identified on the Council report.
James McGaughey – Executive Director’s Report

· Distributed letter from Joyce Berry, CMS based upon peer review reviewers.  Reviewed challenges and recommendations.
· Distributed PAIMI budget for fiscal year 2008 and expenditures for 2006-2007.  Discussion of line budget expenses.  Miscellaneous litigation/deposition, filing fees, depositions, etc.  Discussion over indirect costs paid to the State, only paying 5% of federal grant.

· Social Services Assistant position should be upgraded to Human Services Advocate soon, which will have an impact on the budget for fiscal year 2008.

Carrie C. asked if OPA/PAIMI can attempt to recoup the costs of OPA attorneys as part of any lawsuit settlement.  Jim McG. replied that OPA has been flexible in whether or not they bill.  In the future, OPA will be more stringent in pursing attorney fees.

· James McG. announced the public hearing before Judiciary Committee that will be held on November 27, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. related to sex offenders and violent offenders.  One proposal is to fund a prison (1200 bed).  Another is to require a psychiatric evaluation for people who are “sex offenders.”  

Another legislative proposal is to create the ability to civilly commitment persons with sex offenses.  There was a discussion as to where these individuals would be civilly committed.
· Minutes to the PAIMI Advisory Council must be posted on OPA’s website.  Discussion on how to handle future minutes.  Perhaps discussion of legal cases and strategies are best handled in Executive session.  Susan W. will forward all minutes to OPA administration for their review and determining as to the posting.
Carrie suggested that PAIMI posts approved minutes only.

Conservatorship changes need to be followed up with in terms of educating consumers, etc.  Susan A. reported that Sally Zanger at CLRP is working on a project to create a new document that addresses these changes.

NEW BUSINESS

There was a discussion on the vote for membership for Sandy Chapman, a resident of Bidwell Health Care.  Tracie Z raised a concern that Sandy is solely being invited because she resides in a nursing home.  Carrie C. asked if it is a conflict of interest for her to be on the Council.
Susan W. requested that members of the Council meet privately with Sandy Chapman to talk with her about becoming a member of the Council.

Susan A. stated the members of the Council are supposed to represent the OPA/PAIMI constituency.

Tracie Z. and Carrie C. volunteered to meet with Sandy to discuss membership on the Council.  Tabled nomination and to be voted on in January 2008.

New Members
Susan W. solicited new members from CVH, Cedarcrest at a recent AU graduation.  Susan A. and Selina will explore possible new members.
ADJOURNMENT

The PAIMI Advisory Council Meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 9, 2008 from 11:00 – 1:00 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,







Susan Werboff

c:  James McGaughey


     Gretchen Knauff
     Nancy Alisberg 

1
3

