May 22, 2007
Robert Genuario, Secretary

Office of Policy and Management

450 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Michael Starkowski

Commissioner

Department of Social Services

25 Sigourney Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Secretary Genuario and Commissioner Starkowski:

The Low-Income Energy Advisory Board (LIEAB) was created in 2005 as a result of Public Act 05-204. One major responsibility of the Board is to advise and assist the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) and the Department of Social Services (DSS) in the planning and coordination of energy assistance programs. 
As you are aware, the forecast for the next heating season indicates that the price and cost of energy will continue to be volatile with no real relief for low-income residents. The cost of energy is a significant household expense for low-income residents. These residents typically pay a higher proportion of their income for home energy than middle to upper income families.  Although the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program (CEAP) pays a portion of the monthly energy bills of participating households it is essential to support increased energy assistance benefit levels or at the very least maintain current energy assistance benefit levels. This Board strongly believes that continued financial support will keep low-income families from paying more of their limited income for home heating this coming winter. 

In the Spring of 2006, the LIEAB provided recommendations to OPM and DSS during the planning and development of the 2006-2007 CEAP. Several of these recommendations were included in last year’s CEAP Plan. To that end, the Board would like to offer recommendations (see attached listing) to be considered as your agencies plan the 2007-2008 program. These recommendations, if adopted by OPM and DSS, could be implemented for the 2007-2008 heating season.

The Board looks forward to your response to our recommendations. If you should have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at 860-418-6441.
On Behalf of the Board,

Raymond L. Wilson, Chair

Low-Income Energy Advisory Board

Cc:
Claudette Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner, DSS

John Mengacci, Under Secretary, OPM


Sue Eccleston, Budget Analyst, OPM

DRAFT 

2007-2008 CEAP PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

1.
Continue early intake of energy assistance applications beginning in mid- August 
and extend the application period to allow sufficient time after the winter 
moratorium end date of April 15 for households to submit applications for 
assistance. 

2.
Increase energy assistance benefit levels to households at or below 100% of the federal poverty level.

3.
Eliminate the requirement that households with incomes between 150% and 200% of the federal poverty level include a member who is elderly and/or disabled.

4.
Maintain or increase energy assistance benefits for households with income up to 60% of the state median income.

5.
Provide state financial support for the energy assistance program in addition to   
federal 
allocations. 

6.
Provide energy assistance benefits to vulnerable populations for energy used for 
purposes other than primary heat.

7.
Change the last date for a deliverable fuel authorization or delivery covered by energy assistance from March 15 to March 31.

8.
Coordinate CEAP with CEEF programs, with DSS making direct referrals to CEEF 
programs for weatherization of priority households. First priority should be those 
vulnerable households who will need long-term state assistance, including AABD 
recipients in non-institutional living situations and TFA households exempt from the time 
limits based on disability of household member.

