
Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
Yale University
Greenberg Conference Center
New Haven, Connecticut
December 15, 2010
10 a.m. – noon

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Sean Moore, Robert Congdon, Mary Glassman, John Filchak, Matthew Nemerson, Jill Kelly, Lyle Wray and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Acting Commissioner Jeffrey Parker (represented by Tom Maziarz), Acting Commissioner James Thomas (represented by Lt. David Rosado) and Commissioner McDonald.

I. Call to Order
Chairman Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.

II. Approval of Minutes
Mrs. Kelly made a motion (2nd: Smith) to approve the minutes from the November 17, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed. 

III. Review & Approval: Board’s Report, Recommendations & Related Documents
Tom Maziarz walked the Board through the revisions to ConnDOT’s document on the strategic framework for investing in Connecticut’s transportation network.

Board members discussed the difference and how a determination is made between system preservation and system enhancement; the need to reference the LRTP; emerging trends to link economic benefits with transportation projects/plans; timing of the environmental review process with the transportation planning process; leveraging of available federal funding and the use of private or municipal funding; freight rail capacity; and staffing needs to accomplish those recommendations that may be included in the Board’s report.  In addition Board members discussed the level of annual funding that would be needed to provide any transportation strategic investments and the desire to dedicate any additional revenue for these investments, as well as the consequences to the state’s economic climate and competitiveness of not making an investment.

Following the Board’s discussion, Chairman Alexander solicited comments from members of the public, which were as follows:
· Kristin Griebel—spoke to the need to provide a smart growth aspect and the implementation of revenue options;
· Floyd Lapp—commented on a number of components related to improved bus and rail service, electronic tolling and the NY Cross Harbor Tunnel project;
· Karen Olsen—suggested that the Board prioritize low-cost incident management options; and
· Donna Hamzy—asked the Board to recognize the impact of any recommendation may have on the state’s local road network.
Chairman Alexander recognized the need to include some component listing projects with the caveat that these projects may change for a range of reasons.  Chairman Alexander also suggested that the Board’s report provide principles of why projects were included in this listing.
Mr. Maziarz reviewed ConnDOT’s proposed projects and transportation investment needs, noting that all the projects were included in ConnDOT’s capital program and are unfunded currently.
Following Mr. Maziarz review Board members discussed the value of projects being included in the Board’s report and the need to provide explanatory notes for these projects.
Under Secretary Smith provided a review of the Board’s report and recommendations.  Following this, Board members discussed the issue of congestion pricing; value pricing opportunities and the timing of implementing any electronic tolling option.  In addition members discussed recommendations related to CVISN, the establishment of a statewide port authority and TAR.
Following the Board’s discussion, Chairman Alexander solicited comments from members of the public, which were as follows:
· Floyd Lapp—offered comments on various sections of the discussion draft including but not limited to transit impact fees, complete streets legislation, expanded train platform lengths and the need to carefully weigh a focus on state of good repair before system expansion.

IV. Other Business
Chairman Alexander recognized the need to hold an additional meeting before the end of the calendar year, for the purpose of reviewing a final draft of the Board’s report and related documents and approving same.  It was agreed that the Board would meet again on Wednesday, December 22nd at Greenberg Conference Center, New Haven, and beginning at 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Alexander also asked members to contact the Board’s staff regarding their availability for meeting in 2011, a schedule of meeting for which the Board will need to adopt at the December 22nd meeting.

V. TIA & Public Comment
Comments from members of the state’s TIAs as well as members of the public were received during the course of the meeting and were not provided separately.

VI. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Alexander
Chairman

