


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
January 20, 2010
10:00 a.m.
Legislative Office Building, Room 1D
Hartford, CT

Members present: Chairman Bruce Alexander, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Commissioner Marie, Sean Moore, Fred Wilms, Commissioner Marrella, Karen Burnaska, and Commissioner McDonald.
Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Jeffery Klaus and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Lt. Wack).
I. Call to Order
Chairman Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments
Chairman Alexander introduced himself as the newly appointed chairman of the Transportation Strategy Board and noted that in review of the many documents and information generated by the Board, he felt that a good foundation has been established for the Board to continue to examine and make recommendations to the enhancement of the state’s transportation network.  Chairman Alexander also outlined his proposal for the Board to focus on addressing the shortage of resources to implement the many recommendations contained in the State’s transportation strategy.

Chairman Alexander thanked the former chairman, Kevin Kelleher, for his service on the Board and offered a resolution to that affect.  Commissioner Marie made a motion to adopted the resolution (second: McDonald), as follows:
WHEREAS;	Kevin J. Kelleher served as Chairman of the Transportation Strategy Board  from June 21, 2005 to December 31, 2009; and
WHEREAS: 	His leadership of the Transportation Strategy Board resulted in the issuance of “Moving Forward, A Report and Recommendations of the Transportation Strategy Board” in January 2007; and 
WHEREAS:	The recommendations developed by the Transportation Strategy Board and contained in “Moving Forward” provided a road map of guiding principles with the goal of creating a balanced, intermodal transportation system which provides for the efficient, cost effective movement of people and goods; and
WHEREAS:   As Chairman he played an important role in overseeing the implementation of the transportation initiatives of 2005 and 2006, which has altered the face of transportation in Connecticut; and
WHEREAS:   He represented the Transportation Strategy Board on the Governor’s Commission on the Reform of the Connecticut Department of Transportation; and
WHEREAS:	As Chairman, he lead the Transportation Strategy Board in the study of Electronic Tolls and Congestion Pricing in Connecticut; and   
WHEREAS:	As Chairman, he served on the Bradley Board of Directors; and
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Governor and members of the Transportation Strategy Board extend their thanks to Kevin J. Kelleher for his service as Chairman and for his dedication and contribution to improving the transportation policies, programs and systems in the State of Connecticut and extend their best wishes for his future pursuits.
Voice vote—motion adopted.

III. Adoption of Minutes—July 16, 2009
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Wray) to approve the minutes from the last meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.
IV. Discussion: Review & Revision of 2007 TSB Strategy
Under Secretary Smith provided a presentation on the statutory requirements which guide the revision of the state’s transportation strategy.  This presentation reviewed those requirements contained in Chapter 242a of the Connecticut General Statues and included criteria, financial criteria, preference for public transportation, goals and results, tactics and investment needs and priorities.  Under Secretary Smith also reviewed the relationship between the Board’s strategy and the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRP) developed by ConnDOT.

Following this presentation, Commissioner Marie provided an overview of the LRP, noting that the most recent LRP (finalized in June 2009) was a financially contrained document builds on ConnDOT’s  statutory responsibilities, its own mission, values, principles and the guiding principles and strategies adopted by the Governor and the Connecticut General Assembly. It is consistent with the Conservation and Development Policies Plan for 2005-2010. It reflects the transportation initiatives passed by the Governor and the General Assembly in recent years; the recommendations in the Transportation Strategy Board’s January 2007 report, Moving Forward, Connecticut’s Transportation Strategy; and public input received in response to ConnDOT’s public outreach efforts for the LRP. This LRP also outlines the Department’s strategic five-point action plan for prioritizing investments in the state’s transportation system. Finally, Commissioner Marie noted that the components of LRP are:
· Preservation - Maintain Existing Transportation System in a State of Good Repair
· System Modifications - Safety and Modernization
· System Productivity - Efficiency
· Economic & Environmental Impact - Quality of Life
· Strategic Capacity Improvements

Chairman Alexander noted that a status report on the recommendations contained in the Board’s 2007 strategy was distributed to Board members for their review.

Following these presentation Board members discussed the status of the Transportation Investment Areas (TIAs) and their plans, the next steps in regards to the Board’s electronic tolling and congestion report as well as issues regarding the cost of maintaining a state-of-good-repair.
V. Discussion: ConnDOT  Consultation Re: Capital Projects 
Commissioner Marie reviewed ConnDOT’s request and action by the State Bond Commission for funding of the following projects, in accordance with state statute:

· West Haven Rail Station (Sept. 25, 2009)
· Cos Cob West Power Substation (Oct. 30, 2009)
· Concrete Tie Replacement-New Haven Line (Oct. 30, 2009)
· Emergency Control Center-New Haven Line (Oct. 30, 2009)
· Positive Control System-New Haven Line (Jan. 8, 2010)
· Fairfield Rail Station (Jan. 8, 2010)
· Double Tracking-New Haven/Hartford/Springfield Line (Jan. 8, 2010)

Commissioner Marie will be keeping the Board advised as these projects proceed.

VI. 2010 Meeting Schedule
Chairman Alexander reviewed the proposed meeting schedule for the 2010 calendar year.  Under Secretary Smith made a motion to adopted the schedule as proposed (2nd: Marie).  Voice vote—motion passed; the following is the 2010 meeting schedule for the Board:
· Wednesday, January 20th
· Wednesday, February 17th
· Wednesday, March 17th
· Wednesday, April 21st
· Wednesday, May 19th
· Wednesday, June 23rd 
· Wednesday, July 28th 
· Wednesday, August 18th
· Wednesday, September 15th
· Wednesday, October 20th
· Wednesday, November 17th
· Wednesday, December 15th

All meetings will begin at 10 a.m. and be held at rotating locations to be determined. 
VII. Other Business
Chairman Alexander reiterated that the meetings for 2010 would be held at various geographical areas throughout the state.

Commissioner McDonald suggested that DECD make a presentation at a future Board meeting on the issues of responsible growth, transit oriented development and brownfield redevelopment.  It was also suggested by Commissioner Marrella that DEP provide a presentation on air quality standards.  Chairman Alexander agreed to schedule these presentations in the future.

The issue on the status of the working groups developed under Chairman Kelleher was also discussed.  Chairman Alexander noted that he was very familiar with this process and was intent on using the Board members’ time wisely.  Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the working groups would be suspended for the time being.

VIII. TIA & Public Comment
Floyd Lapp, SWRPA offered comments on congestion pricing.

Eric Brown, CBIA provided comments on the need for economic impact principals to be included in the state’s transportation strategy.

IX.   Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 11:21 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce D. Alexander
Chairman





