


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
July 28, 2010
Greenberg Conference Center
391 Prospect Street
New Haven, Connecticut
10 a.m. – noon


Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Sean Moore, Robert Congdon, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Acting Commissioner Parker (represented by Tom Maziarz), Acting Commissioner James Thomas (represented by Lt. David Rosado), Fred Wilms and Matthew Nemerson.
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.  

II. Adoption of Minutes 
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Wray) to approve the minutes from the June 23, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.

III. Review and Discussion: Board’s Summary Report on Transportation Strategy 
Tom Maziarz presented the Board with a review of issues related to Connecticut’s transportation congestion, economic growth and transportation investment.  Mr. Maziarz presentation focused on transportation as a critical component of the state’s prospects for economic growth, the direct and indirect “costs” of congestion and the importance of investing in the state’s transportation network as a means of maintaining and developing economic development.

Following the presentation Chairman Alexander noted that the issue of transportation infrastructure is an important business interest and is an issue that state government can affect.  Board members discussed the effect of traffic congestion (particularly in Fairfield County), the need for the Board to effectively communicate a compelling case for transportation issues/investments, the role transportation issues play in businesses’ decisions, and the importance of performance metrics and sensitivity analysis.

IV. Review & Discussion: Suggested Revisions to 2007 Report 
Under Secretary Smith introduced the first of a series of presentations on the modal sections of the 2007 report.  Susan Simmat provided an overview of the state’s transportation strategy related to aviation and ports.
Following Ms. Simmat’s presentation the Board discussed the difference in need and services at the state’s airports, the need for a realistic business model at Tweed to support availability of expanded service and the urgent need to address the dredging issues at Bridgeport.

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the state’s transportation strategy as it relates to responsible growth.  Following which, Board members discussed the need to identify and address gaps in the state’s transit network.

V. Other Business
Chairman Alexander requested a revised date for the August 2010 meeting, moving the meeting to August 19th.  Board members agreed to do so.

VI. TIA & Public Comment
Dr. Floyd Lapp, SWRPA spoke to the congestion pricing study conducted in 2009 on the Board’s behalf.

Donna Hamzy, CCM, noted the importance of local (municipal) transportation infrastructure network in the state’s transportation strategy.

Joe Maco brought an issue regarding the Bridgeport-Port Jefferson Ferry Company proposal to move its landing in Bridgeport from the BPA property on the west side of the harbor to the Coastline Terminal property on the east side, as recently discussed by the Connecticut Maritime Commission, to the Board’s attention.

VII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Bruce D. Alexander
Chairperson





