



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
March 19, 2009

Legislative Office Building, Room 1B
Hartford, CT
8:00 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Commissioner Marie, Commissioner McDonald, and Roger Joyce.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Marrella), Commissioner Danaher (represented by Sgt. Sawicki), Sean Moore, Fred Wilms, Dennis Popp, and Jeffery Klaus
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the meeting agenda.

III. Approval of Minutes—February 19, 2009

Ms. Burnaska made a motion (2nd: Smith) to approve the minutes from the last meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing Study

Chairman Kelleher thanked Cambridge Systematics for delivery of the report as requested by the Board.  Chairman Kelleher proceeded to propose two actions as the Board’s next steps.  These include (1) that the Board forward the report to the Governor and members of the General Assembly for their consideration and (2) that the Board conduct a public hearing within the next 30 days to receive comments from the general public relative to the report.  It was further proposed by Chairman Kelleher that at the Board’s next meeting the Board consider and take any action as it deems fit.  Chairman Kelleher did note that any final action in regards to the consideration and implementation of electronic tolling and/or congestion pricing is that of the elected policy leaders of the State.

The Board members discussed the draft report.  This discussion included a focus on the congestion pricing components of several concepts, the use of VMT opportunities and the future of such opportunities, affects of any concept on economic development and transportation issues, and the benefits and need to coordinate TDM efforts with any recommendation.  Chairman Kelleher followed up the Board’s discussion by noting that there is a need to balance the revenue needs and implications with economic growth needs as well as transportation issues.  In addition Chairman Kelleher invited members of the attending public to make any comments.  Mr. Floyd Lapp commented on the need to continue a dialogue and the importance of a peer review.
Following the Board’s discussion, Ms. Burnaska made a motion to move forward with the Chair’s recommendations as discussed previously (2nd: Joyce).  Voice vote—motion passed.
V. ConnDOT Action, Initiatives & Goals

Commissioner Marie outlined the agency’s efforts to address issues and concerns as well as to implement goals and initiatives.  The focus of the presentation was on the agency’s organizational assessment and challenges, as well as developing and implementing systematic performance measures.  Commissioner Marie also spoke to efforts to address the recommendations of the Critelli Commission.  This includes a focus on lessons learned, completing the initiatives of the Governor’s 2005/2006 program, empowering and assigning ownership of projects to staff, and conducting peer reviews which recognize successes and correct problem areas.
Following the presentation Chairman Kelleher and several Board members complimented the energy, commitment and evidence of effort by the agency to achieve the goals outlined.  Additional discussion by Board members included a focus on development and use of performance measures as well as the agency’s prioritization of projects. 
VI. Presentation: ConnDOT Strategic Long-Range Plan

Robin Cabelus provided a presentation on the agency’s efforts to revise its LRP.
VII. Other Business

No other business was brought forward.

VIII. Public Comment

Jack Condlin (Stamford Chamber of Commerce) spoke to the state’s efforts to improve transportation.

IX. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 10:02 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

