
Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
March 17, 2010
ConnDOT
Newington, CT
10 a.m.

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Sean Moore, Commissioner Marrella, Commissioner McDonald, Robert Congdon, Matthew Nemerson and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Fred Wilms, Commissioner Marie (represented by Tom Maziarz) and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Lt. Peter Wack).
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.  Chairman Alexander also took a moment to introduce Mr. Congdon and Mr. Nemerson as the newest members of the Board.

II. Adoption of Minutes 
Ms. Kelly made a motion (2n: Burnaska) to approve the minutes from the January 20, 2010 and February 17, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.
III. Discussion: TSB Report Outline
Chairman Alexander reviewed the circulated outline dated March 3, 2010 and entertained discussion by Board members.  Among the issues discussed by Board members was the issue of the participation of the Transportation Investment Areas (TIAs).  Under Secretary Smith confirmed that the input from the TIAs would be solicited and included in the revised report.  Issues regarding the state of good repair and the State’s return on federal funding were also discussed.

Board members by and large approved of the outline and approved the chairman moving forward with same.

IV. Discussion: Guiding Principles 
Under Secretary Smith provided an overview of the eight (8) guiding principles and three (3) strategies from the Board’s 2007 report.

Following the presentation Board members discussed the linkage between the Board’s report and the ConnDOT Long Range Plan (LRP).  Under Secretary Smith note that the state statues provide that the LRP is based on the Board’s report.  In addition, Board members discussed the role of regional entities in the Board’s report.



V. Presentation: Responsible Growth and the State Plan of Conservation & Development 
Dan Morley (OPM) provided an overview of Governor Rell’s responsible growth initiative and how the state Plan of Conservation and Development is related to those initiatives.  Mr. Morley’s presentation included a discussion on Executive Order 15, state agency coordination, growth management principles and new statutory requirements.
VI. Presentation: Transportation, Economic Development and Transit Oriented Development 
Commissioner McDonald reviewed DECD’s efforts to articulate an economic development policy for Connecticut, as well as efforts to move responsible growth initiatives forward.

VII. Presentation: Air Quality & Transportation 
Commissioner Marrella introduced Ellen Pierce for the purpose of providing a presentation on opportunities for achieving clean air in Connecticut.  Dr. Pierce’s presentation included an overview and update on the state’s air quality efforts and emerging challenges as well as framing of issues the Board may consider as it revises the state’s transportation strategy.

Following Dr. Pierce’s presentation Board members discussed the interagency coordination of these efforts and how environmental requirements are tied to the Board’s recommendations.

VIII. Other Business
Chairman Alexander reminded members that the next meeting of the Board will be April 21st and will be held at ConnDOT headquarters in Newington.

IX. Legislative Update
Chairman Alexander reviewed HB5460 AAC the Transportation Strategy Board, which was raised by the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Transportation, but it was reported that no action on the bill will occur in this session of the legislature.  

In response to a question, Chairman Alexander noted that the issue of how we widely communicate the fruits of the Board’s labors this year will be a topic of discussion once that work is accomplished.

X. TIA & Public Comments
XI. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:02 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,

Bruce D. Alexander
Chair
