


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
May 19, 2010
ConnDOT
Newington, CT
10:30 a.m.

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Robert Congdon, Commissioner Marrella, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Sean Moore, Matthew Nemerson and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Marie (represented by Tom Maziarz), Fred Wilms, and Acting Commissioner Col. Davoren (represented by Lt. Peter Wack).
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.  

II. Adoption of Minutes 
Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Nemerson) to approve the minutes from the April 21, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.  Commissioner Marrella, Commissioner McDonald and Mr. Congdon abstained, as neither was present at the April Board meeting.

III. Discussion: Updates Required to 2007 Report 
Under Secretary Smith reviewed the status of the recommendations included in the Board’s 2007 report.  The presentation provided the status of recommendations made by the Board regarding operating and capital components related to air, bus transit, highways, rail, maritime, TDM, and TSM.

Following the presentation Board members discussed the cost of the Stamford rail station improvements and the status of the various rail Branchline studies.  Chairman Alexander suggested that as the Board moves forward in developing its 2011 report there is a need to frame up and decide which of the recommendations remain relevant given the state’s economic environment, as well as the need to prioritize and focus on the funding as part of the Board’s next report.

IV. Presentation: Maritime 
Charles Beck (ConnDOT) provided a presentation on the state’s maritime infrastructure, needs, and issues.  

Following the presentation Board members discussed the value of the state’s two passenger ferry services, the potential impact of feeder barge service, and the cost of maintenance dredging.
V. Presentation: Transit 
James Redeker (ConnDOT) provided a presentation on ConnDOT’s Bureau of Public Transportation.  Mr. Redeker’s presentation provided an overview of the Bureau’s strategic objectives as well as a profile of the state’s public transit system.  In addition Mr. Redeker highlighted the system’s capital planned improvements, issues and needs.

Following Mr. Redeker’s presentation the Board discussed transit subsidies, the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield rail service, rail signalization, and the status of the state’s relationship with Metro North.

VI. Other Business
Chairman Alexander reminded members that the next meeting of the Board is scheduled for June 23rd and will be held at the office of the Norwalk Transit District.  Chairman Alexander also noted that this meeting will be used to focus on the needed revisions to the Board’s report and recommendations and will include a discussion on the state’s infrastructure needs. 
VII. TIA & Public Comments
Rick Dunne spoke to the need for a uniformed and universally acceptable comparison of highway, transit and rail subsidies.

Mike Riley spoke to his belief that highway subsidies are paid by the state’s motor fuels taxes, which he contends also, provide funding for the capital and operating needs of the state’s transit system.

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:43 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


Bruce D. Alexander
Chairman







