Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

January 17, 2008

Legislative Office Building, Room 1B
Hartford, CT

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, Jill Kelly, Commissioner Carpenter  (represented by Charles Barone), Dennis Popp, Commissioner McDonald, Acting Commissioner Frankel and Roger Joyce.

Members Absent:  Under Secretary Philip Smith, Lyle Wray, Fred Wilms, Commissioner Danaher (represented by Peter Wack), and Jeffery Klaus.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher offered a resolution thanking former Commissioner Carpenter for his service and participation on the Board.  Mrs. Burnaska made a motion (2nd: Kelly) to adopt the resolution as follows:
WHEREAS;
Ralph J. Carpenter served as Commissioner of Transportation, and a member of the Transportation Strategy Board from August 3, 2006 to January 1, 2008; and

WHEREAS: 
His entire career has been dedicated to the people and state of Connecticut, having served 25 years in the Department of Public Safety, where he rose the rank of Lieutenant Colonel before serving as the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles; and

WHEREAS:
As Commissioner he has been innovative, dependable and energetic and has been successful in making important managerial and programmatic reforms within the Department of Transportation; and 

WHEREAS:   As Commissioner he played an important role in the implementation of the transportation initiatives of 2005 and 2006, which as altered the face of transportation in Connecticut; and

WHEREAS:
As Commissioner he worked to develop and advance the strategy recommended by the Transportation Strategy Board; and

WHEREAS:
As Commissioner he has played an important role in the development and activities of the Governor’s Commission on the Reorganization of the DOT; and

WHEREAS:   He will continue to serve as part of a national search for the next Commissioner who will continue these reforms and spur the agency to new success.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

That the members of the Transportation Strategy Board extend their thanks to Ralph J. Carpenter for his service as Commissioner of Transportation and as a member of this Board and for is contributions to improving the transportation policies, programs and services of the State of Connecticut and extend their best wishes for his future pursuits.



Voice vote—motion passed.

Chairman Kelleher welcomed Acting Commissioner Emil Frankel to the Board.  In addition, Chairman Kelleher noted that there are several new Board members over the past several months and asked members to introduce themselves.  

III. Approval of Minutes—December 19, 2007

Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Joyce) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Proposed 2008 Meeting Schedule Revision

Chairman Kelleher noted the proposed revision to the Board’s 2008 meeting schedule.  Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Joyce) to adopt the proposed revised schedule.  Voice vote—motion passed.
The following are the dates as revised:

· Thursday, January 17th
· Thursday, March 20th

· Thursday, May 15th
· Thursday, July 17th
· Thursday, September 18th
· Thursday, November 20th
V. 2005 Governor’s Transportation Initiative 
Charlie Barone, Acting Bureau Chief-Policy & Planning (ConnDOT) reviewed several non-I95 projects in accordance with PA 05-4 (JSS).  These projects are as follows:
· 82-287-US 66, Middletown – Intersection Improvements @ Boston & Old Mill Rd. $6,500,000
· 34-xxx
 I-84 Danbury, Interchange 1,2 (Design) $1,000,000

· 164-xxx-I-91 Windsor, Vicinity of Day Hill Rd (EA &Design) $3,750,000  

· 17-xxx
- Route 229 Industrial Development $1,850,000 

· 92-547 - CT 63, New Haven – Safety Improvements $6,900,000

Following the presentation Board members discussed the timing and scheduling of these projects, as well as the integration of mass transit options with same.  Mr. Barone assured the Board that he would reply answers back to members on several projects.

VI. Feeder Barge Presentation

Mike Piscetelli led a presentation concerning recent initiatives by members of the New Haven Consortium to begin feeder barge service to New Haven.  The presentation highlighted the benefits of such a service in New Haven and noted benefits including building upon a strong operational facility, growing the regional economy and focusing on the customer base.
Following the presentation Board members discussed the need to focus on the end-user of such a service, successful feeder barge operations in Georgia and Massachusetts, community outreach efforts, the proposals dependency on dredging, next steps and availability of intermodal connections.  Chairman Kelleher commented further details regarding the gauging of user needs and use of such a service is important and that how the use of any subsidy (and at what amount) would make such a service cost-effective to users.  Chairman Kelleher suggested that pending this information and a formal business plan on such a service the Board would revisit the proposal.

VII. Other Business

No impact statements were received.

Chairman Kelleher reviewed a letter from Governor Rell requesting that members review and be advised of their duties, responsibilities and powers.  It was noted that a copy of the Board’s statutory provisions was provided to each member in relation to these duties, responsibilities and powers.  Board members were requested to become familiar with same.
VIII. TIA & Public Comment

Judy Gott—commented on the proposal to establish a feeder barge service at the Port of New Haven.
Mike Riley—registered his support for a feeder barge service and noted that the state need to examine the use of subsides for mass transportation programs.

IX. Adjournment

Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: McDonald) to adjourn at 9:40 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin Kelleher







Chairman

