



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

July 17, 2008

Legislative Office Building, Room 1C
Hartford, CT

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Commissioner Joseph Marie, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Jill Kelly, Dennis Popp, Fred Wilms, Lyle Wray and Jeffery Klaus.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella), Commissioner McDonald (represented by Larry Lusardi), Roger Joyce and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Peter Wack). 

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m.
II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher asked each member to introduce themselves. 

Chairman Kelleher thanked Board members for their input and reviewed the responses to the performance survey of the Board’s goals, objectives and operations.  Chairman Kelleher’s comments included highlighting several significant comments and recommendations, noting his intent to implement and undertake these moving forward.  

Specific comments included: the role and responsibility of the Board; how the Board operates; the inter-relationship of the Board with state agencies; the need to develop improved effectiveness and more substantial information and understanding on topics related to the Board’s role and responsibilities (greater clarity and specific focus on transportation modes); and devotion of time to discuss future economic and strategic concerns.
III. Approval of Minutes—March 20, 2008

Ms. Kelly made a motion (2nd: Wray) to approve the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.
IV. Introduction of Commissioner Marie

Chairman Kelleher welcomed Commissioner Marie as the new Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Transportation. 
Commissioner Marie expressed his willingness to work with the Board collaboratively in moving the State’s transportation strategy forward.

V. Legislative Update

Pam Sucato (ConnDOT) reviewed the relevant legislation from the 2008 legislative session.  Ms. Sucato also reviewed several legislative activities on the Federal front.
Following the presentation Board members discussed the status of Amtrak funding, pending 2009 priorities, and the Federal funding reauthorization process.  Chairman Kelleher suggested that such presentations become an on-going item on the Board’s agenda.

VI. Update: TSB Studies 
Under Secretary Smith announced the selection of Cambridge Systematics as the consultant to perform the study on Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing.  It was noted that the final report on this study is scheduled to be submitted to the Board by February 15, 2009.
Board members discussed the establishment of a stakeholders’ group to provide input to the consultants.  Chairman Kelleher reviewed the process and expectations of this study.  Specifically, it was noted that the intent of the study is to examine the potential and opportunities of electronic tolling in Connecticut.  It was further noted that the study is not intended to make recommendations or decision on tolling.
In addition, Under Secretary Smith advised the Board that the RFP for a study of governance and operations at Bradley International Airport will be reposted due to a low number of responses to the original posting.

VII. Presentation: Non-I95 Projects 
Charlie Barone (ConnDOT) provided a review of status of the Governor’s transportation initiative projects resulting from the 2005 and 2006 legislation.  Mr. Barone’s presentation included the intent of the ConnDOT to undertake a traffic signalization improvement of the roads around Gateway Community College ($750,000), reconstruction on Route 7 ($40 million), and development of operational lanes along I84 in West Hartford ($9.2 million).  Mr. Barone also noted the agency’s request for bond funding for a signalization project along the New Haven Line ($10 million).
VIII. Presentation: NuRide
Rick Steele (NuRide) and John Lyons (MetroPool) provided an update on the NuRide program as well an overview and potential of transportation demand management (TDM) programs and solutions.  Mr. Steele noted the potential of TDM in providing innovative techniques to maximize solutions to transportation problems.
IX. Presentation: Statewide Incident Management Task Force (SIMTF)
Karen Olson (CRCOG), Chairman-SIMTF, provided an update on the task force activities and recommendations.  Ms. Olson was joined by Chief Dennis McCarthy (Norwalk FD) to review the development of a draft unified response manual (URM).  Chief McCarthy noted the work and effort of the developing the draft URM, as endorsed by the SIMTF.  
Following the presentation Chairman Kelleher thanked the members of the task force for their devotion and development of a comprehensive document to address incident management.  Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Smith) to endorse the draft URM.  Following discussion the Board passed the motion by voice vote (Popp-opposed).

X. Presentation: Intermodal Tourist Transit System (Southeastern Connecticut)

Jim Butler (Southeastern Connecticut COG) provided an update on the proposed project.  Mr. Butler’s presentation included a request for assistance to efforts to implement and secure funding for the service.

Following Mr. Butler’s presentation Board members discussed the availability of funding, employee commuter component, the importance of marketing the service and the need for more current data on the service’s potential.

XI. Other Business

Ms. Kelly asked for an update on the status of the New Haven Rail Maintenance Facility.  Deputy Commissioner Martin provided a briefing on the project including the schedule of immediate activities.  Deputy Commissioner Martin noted the pending report by Hill International report within the late-August/early-September timeline.
XII. TIA/Public Comment

Karen Burnaska asked that the ConnDOT participate in proposal by Norfolk Southern and Pan-Am Railroads to improve rail freight.
XI. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 10:47 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

