



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

November 20, 2008

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B
Hartford, CT

9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Dennis Popp, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Fred Wilms, and Jeffery Klaus.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella), Commissioner Joseph Marie (represented by Charlie Barone), Commissioner McDonald, Roger Joyce and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Sgt. Sawicki). 

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the proposed 2009 meeting schedule.  Ms. Kelly made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to adopted the proposed schedule.  Voice vote—motion passed.  The 2009 meeting schedule is as follows: 

· Thursday, January 15th
· Thursday, March 19th
· Thursday, May 21st

· Thursday, July 16th
· Thursday, September 17th
· Thursday, November 19th
Chairman Kelleher noted that he has contacted several Board members to seek their serving as chairs of the working groups, previously discussed.  He noted that each of the members contacted had indicated their willingness to serve in this capacity and that the composition of each of the working groups will be discussed and presented by the chairs within the next several weeks.  The working group chairs are as follows:

· Air—Roger Joyce

· Water—Dennis Popp

· Rail—Sean Moore

· Transit—Karen Burnaska

· Road—Jill Kelly

Chairman Kelleher has discussed and gained the support of Commissioner Marie on the concept of the working groups.  Chairman Kelleher further noted that a working group on finance will be chaired by Secretary Genuario and himself.  Lastly, Chairman Kelleher noted the intent that each of the Board’s member state agencies will be asked to serve as de facto members of each of these groups.

III. Approval of Minutes—September 18, 2008

Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to approve the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Update: TSB Studies

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the status on the Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing Study; noting that the final report will be delivered in early February.
Chairman Kelleher noted that he had spoken to Commissioner Marie, and they had agreed to delay the Bradley Governance Study until the transition of a new chairman of the Bradley Board of Directors has been completed.  It is intended that this will allow for all those involved to gain a better understanding of the needs and focus of such as study, prior to its implementation.
V. Presentation: Status of 2005-2007 Transportation Initiatives 

Charlie Barone (ConnDOT) reviewed the status of the transportation initiatives resulting from the 2005-2007 General Assembly sessions.  Mr. Barone’s presentation noted there are 46 projects in various stages of implementation; and reviewed the 9 projects contained within that have been completed.
Following Mr. Barone’s presentation, Board members discussed the status of the Hill report on the New Haven Maintenance Facility, federal funding and ConnDOT’s contingency plans to seek same, the estimated operational costs of the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail and the Route 7 widening project.  Chairman Kelleher noted that this report and these projects provide each of the working groups with a foundation to monitor the implementation of the State’s transportation strategy within each mode.
VI.
       Update: ConnDOT Studies

· Danbury Branchline Study—Carmine Trotta (ConnDOT) updated the Board on the status of this study.  Mr. Trotta’s presentation noted that the study is currently reviewing those recommendations contained in Phase 1 study and is intended to prepare documents for the conduct of an Environmental Impact Study (EIS).  Mr. Trotta also outlined the process and schedule of the study.
Board members discussed the motivation of reviewing an extension from New Milford to Pittsfield, feedback from public hearings as well as the interplay of federal requirements and their affect on the study’s schedule.

· Waterbury & New Canaan Branchline Study—Mr. Trotta also provided the Board with an update on this study.  It was noted that this is a Phase 1 study with the intent of developing options to improve services along the Waterbury and New Canaan Branchlines.

Board members discussed the need to control the scope in order to insure that the focus remains consistent with the study’s original intent and the State’s transportation strategy.
· New Haven-Hartford-Springfield EIS—Ned Hurle (ConnDOT) gave a presentation on this study.  Mr. Hurle’s presentation noted that the intent of this process is to document start-up and build-out needs to achieve full implementation of the service as recommended in the 2005 study.  This is done in coordination with CEPA, NEPA and the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).  Mr. Hurle also reviewed the schedule of this process, noting a completion date of January 2010.

Board members discussed the need for an environmental study along an active rail line, desire to take incremental steps towards implementation of commuter service along this line, financing for operational needs of such a service, Amtrak’s role and outreach to the municipalities.

VII. Other Business

There was no other business brought to the Board.
VIII. TIA & Public Comments

Floyd Lapp (SWRPA) spoke to the role of the stakeholders’ committee in the Electronic Tolling and Congestion Pricing Study.
Eric Brown (CBIA) addressed the need for an analysis of the state’s processes to achieve greater efficiencies towards implementing transportation projects.  
IX. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

