



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

September 18, 2008

Cartus
Danbury, CT
8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Commissioner Joseph Marie, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Jill Kelly, Fred Wilms, Commissioner McDonald, Roger Joyce and Jeffery Klaus.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella), Dennis Popp, Lyle Wray and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Sgt. Sawicki). 

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m.
II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher welcomed members to the Cartus facility.
Chairman Kelleher thanked members for their responses to the development of working groups, noting that members will likely be awarded their first preference.  He also reviewed the role of the proposed working groups, as well as the expectation of same.  It was further noted that the working groups will assist the Board in fulfilling its responsibilities.
III. Approval of Minutes—July 17, 2008

Mr. Joyce made a motion (2nd: Kelly) to approve the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Transportation Finance 
Mike Critelli presented testimony on transportation finance and funding issues.  Mr. Critelli’s presentation included his position on finance and funding strategies, a review of possible corresponding initiatives and illustrations of how other governmental units have addressed similar issues.  The strategies presented by Mr. Critelli included use of private sector sponsors to fund programs to reduce demand; use of private sector solutions to get better usage of existing transportation assets; increase the supply, efficiency, financial attractiveness and reliability of motorized transportation; engage private investment and operational capital for selected state transportation assets; and employ and provide more incentives for smart growth strategies.

Following Mr. Critelli’s presentation Board members discussed the need to employ a transportation vision, the value of developing a system to review larger transportation projects and their regional impacts and the need to honor funding commitments.  Commissioner Marie commented on efforts to evolve the ConnDOT organization.  These efforts include providing for bike friendly transit provisions, developing performance assessment reporting and the examination of using an incentive based contract with rideshare organizations.  Chairman Kelleher noted Commissioner Marie’s commitment to provide linkage and alignment of goals and objectives to the state’s transportation strategy.
V. TSB Studies Update

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the status of the Bradley Governance study.
Ms. Kelly inquired as to the effect of termination of the Northwest transatlantic service on the airport.  Commissioner Marie noted that the decision was based on a realignment by the airline and isn’t reflective of the success of this service at Bradley International Airport.

VI. Presentation: Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing Review & Analysis

Chairman Kelleher introduced Jeffrey Buxbaum from Cambridge Systematics, as the consultant performing this study on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Buxbaum introduced his team, including representatives from Cambridge Systematics, Urbitran, IBI Group and Fitzgerald & Halliday.
The presentation reviewed the goal, work plan and schedule of the study; a review of the history of tolling and modern tolling technology; and the outline of proposed tolling and pricing concepts to study.  

Following the presentation Chairman Kelleher reminded members that the purpose of the study was to provide an examination and understanding of the options.  It was further noted that the study wouldn’t recommend policy.  Several Board members discussed the use of video technology, the effect of lowering transit fares and the correlation of implementing electronic tolling and improved transit services and options. 

Chairman Kelleher concluded the discussion by announcing that the first meeting of the stakeholders’ committee is scheduled for Thursday, September 25th.
VII. Other Business

There was no other business brought to the Board.
VIII. TIA & Public Comments

Dr. Lapp (SWRPA) expressed support for the electronic tolling study and spoke to the role of the stakeholders’ committee.
Eric Brown (CBIA) commented on the use of congestion pricing.
Mike Riley (Motor Transport Association) noted the need to provide proof of corresponding value to any tolling or congestion pricing policy.

IX. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 10:37 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

