


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
September 15, 2010
Connecticut Department of Transportation
Training Center
Newington, Connecticut
10:30 a.m. – noon

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Sean Moore, Acting Commissioner Parker, Robert Congdon, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Matthew Nemerson and Acting Commissioner James Thomas.
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:37 a.m.  

II. Approval of Minutes 
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Wray) to approve the minutes from the August 19, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed. 

III. Review and Discussion: Board’s Summary Report on Transportation Strategy 
Under Secretary Smith reviewed the discussion paper on highways as distributed to Board members and noted that the draft works off the Board’s 2007 report and recommendations.

Following Under Secretary Smith’s review Board members discussed the value of including a list of prioritize projects in the Board’s 2010 report, strategic tactics, the need to develop criteria for projects to qualify as strategic and town aid road funding.

Under Secretary Smith also reviewed the discussion draft on guiding principles and strategies.  No significant revisions were suggested on this draft as it will be incorporated into the Board’s 2010 report.

Commissioner Marrella reviewed the discussion draft on transportation and air quality, following which no significant revisions were suggested for incorporation into the Board’s 2010 report.

IV. Other Business
· EVIC Report Summary—Bob Hammersley announced that the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council, established by Governor Rell’s Executive Order #34, had completed and submitted its final report, copies of which were mailed to Board members and are also available on the DECD’s website.
· Outreach Efforts—Mr. Hammersley provided members with an overview of the Board’s outreach efforts to the state’s TIAs and various boards and commissions.
Board members discussed the possible value in making outreach efforts to the legislative leaders and Transportation Committee.  Following this discussion, Chairman Alexander asked OPM to develop a draft letter seeking their input within a time certain.
· Next Board Meeting—Chairman Alexander notified members that the next Board meeting, scheduled for October 20th, will be held in the greater New London area.  In addition, Chairman Alexander outlined the intent to hold a whole day meeting in November in the New Haven area.  The November Board meeting will be held from 10-3, with a lunch break from noon-1 p.m..  The purpose of the November meeting will be to finalize the Board’s 2010 report, with the intention of the Board voting on the final report at the Board’s December meeting.

V. TIA & Public Comment
Bill Gash, Connecticut Maritime Coalition, presented and asked the Board members for consideration of the Economic Impact Study of Maritime Industries in Connecticut, as completed by the Coalition in February 2010.

Shelby Mertes, HOMEConnecticut, spoke to the connection between land use and transportation issues.

David Elder, VCOG, asked when the last date formal comment may be provided to the Board for consideration into the 2010 report.  Chairman Alexander suggested that comments be provided no later than late-October.

VI. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 11:44 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Bruce D. Alexander
Chairperson





