Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

January 18, 2005

Gateway Community College, Room 160

Long Wharf Drive, New Haven, CT

9-11:00 a.m.

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Gina McCarthy, John Sarantopoulos, Commissioner Boyle, George Giguere, John Klein and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Secretary Genuario (represented by Undersecretary Smith), Commissioner Korta, Commissioner Abromaitis, Joseph Maco, Michael Meotti and Stephen Cassano.

I. Call to Order

The meeting to order at 8:06 a.m.

II. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Klein (2nd: Giguere), the minutes from December 2004 meeting were approved (voice vote).

III. Legislative Activities—2005 Session 

Chairman Griebel noted the Board’s letter to the Governor and General Assembly had been sent late December 2004 and inquired for Board members’ input on next steps to be taken.  Several members spoke to legislative and public opinion initiatives in order to achieve success.  There also was a discussion on the need to recognize that the Board’s recommendations are long-term and statewide in nature; as well as the effects on multiple level issues (i.e. economic, environmental).

Chairman Griebel spoke to the agenda of the February meeting, in which the Governor’s budget address would be discussed; which is suspected to highlight these issues.

IV. Public Outreach Project Update 

Chairman Griebel advised the members that interviews were recently conducted; this will be followed by scope development and contract negotiations phase.  The hope is to have an effort beginning in mid-March.

V. Presentation—Connecticut Driver Responsibility Fund 

Chairman Griebel noted that those who were planning on making this presentation requested a rescheduling due to conflict.  Board members reviewed the distributed materials and suggested that the future presentation include input from the New Jersey Revenue Services Director regarding the program’s effect/success.

VI. Other Business 

· Task Forces Update

· Director, Connecticut Maritime Policy position—DOT reported no new information was reported on this initiative.  Board members expressed the desire that this position be filled as expeditiously as possible.

· Incident Management TF—no additional information was provided on the Task Force, in that their next scheduled meeting is for February 2005.

· Economic Impact Statements—CDA provided an impact statement for the Whole Foods Market Group, Inc. project in Cheshire.

· Environmental Issues—Commissioner McCarthy suggested an overview of the status of dredging activities for the March meeting.

· Next TSB Meeting—February 21st (Hartford)—Chairman Griebel reviewed the planned agenda to include items on:

· Legislative Session 2005

· Governor’s Budget Proposal Review

· Miscellaneous

· TEA-21 Reauthorization Update—no new information was provided.

· I95 Southeastern CT Study Update—DOT reported that this study has been finalized; a follow-up presentation would be provided to the Board either in February or March.

· Intermodal Study—SE Connecticut Update—this study is in its final stages, follow-up will be provided back to the Board in the first quarter of 2005.

· NH-H-S Rail Implementation Study Update—this study is in its final stages, follow-up will be provided back to the Board in the first quarter of 2005.

· Rail Governance Study—this study is in the final review process.

VII. TIA & Public Comments 

Comment was provided by First Selectwoman Farrell, Laurie Heiss (Merritt Parkway Conservancy) and Michael Griffin (HarborMaster, Norwalk).

VIII. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 10:14 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





    R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

