Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

January 20, 2004

8 a.m.-noon

Legislative Office Building, Room 1A

Hartford, Connecticut

Members Present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, John Markowicz, , Joseph Maco, Commissioner Abromaitis, George Giguere, Carl Stephani, John Klein, Commissioner Rocque, Commissioner Byrnes, Stephen Cassano, Jeffrey O’Keefe, Commissioner Spada and Michael Meotti 

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan and John Sarantopoulos.

I.

Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.

II.
Chairman’s Comments
Chairman Griebel outlined the meeting agenda.

III.

Approval of Minutes 

On a motion by Mr. Markowicz (2nd: Stephani), the minutes from the December 2003 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV. TSB Projects Account 

Chairman Griebel and Commissioner Byrnes reviewed the proposal on the 10-year plan for incremental funding and prioritization of the projects listed within the TSB Projects Account legislation.  Chairman Griebel noted that the proposal reflected pervious discussions of the Board.

Commissioner Byrnes further noted that the proposal reflected the best current recommendations, cautioning Board members that needs may change as things move forward.

Members discussed timing, cash flow, impact of expenditure on overall relief/mitigation of congestion.  Mr. Markowicz proposed some amount be set aside for “other potential projects” as they may relate to Southeastern Connecticut.  Chairman Griebel noted the limited funds available and suggested that as efforts succeed in securing additional investment, this would be reviewed at that time.

Mr. Stephani made a motion authorizing the chairman to move the proposal forward to the Governor and General Assembly for their consideration (2nd: Klein).  Voice vote—motion passed.

V. Plan of Conservation & Development

Representatives of the Office of Policy and Management provided a presentation of Draft Revision of State Plan of C&D.  Following the presentation members discussed issues relating to regional centers, the Plan’s correlation to the TSB’s recommendations, process and schedule for finalization of the Plan, regional aspects of the Plan and home-rule issues.

VI. Section 16 Projects 

Jim Boice, DOT, reviewed operational funding needed in order to extend certain Section 16 project beyond FY04.  Board members discussed issues related to subsidy per passenger, the need for a matrix outlining success of these projects and other comparable service costs.

Mr. Stephani made a motion to endorse the continuation of these services and to ask the Governor and General Assembly to appropriate funds in order to continue funding of projects as an additional operating expense within DOT’s budget (2nd: Maco).  Voice vote—motion passed (Commissioner Byrnes-abstained).

VII. New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail Implementation Study 

Commissioner Byrnes introduced a presentation on the study’s progress.  Mr. Boice and his staff provided an overview of the maximum and minimum build proposals, a menu of options for the steering committee’s consideration and the schedule for finalizing the study’s recommendations.

Board members discussed the economic benefits this service would bring to the corridor, the affect of Amtrak’s future, maintenance facility needs, the future of intercity rail service, options for a connecting service to Bradley International Airport, equipment needs and comparison of per passenger subsidies.

Commissioner Byrnes noted that the DOT will be reporting back to the Board in June 2004 on the study’s conclusion.

VIII. Other Business 

· Overview of Transportation Funding Needs-Chairman Griebel reviewed the intent to focus on these issues throughout the 2004 meeting schedule.

· TEA-21 Reauthorization-Commissioner Byrnes noted that there was nothing new to report on this front.

· 2004 Connecticut Legislative Session-Chairman Griebel noted that the legislative session begins on February 4th and that the Board will be monitoring relevant activities.

· Next TSB Meeting-Chairman Griebel reminded members that the next meeting will be on February 17th at a location to be determined.

· Miscellaneous-Chairman Griebel advised members that a letter on behalf of the TSB had been forwarded to the EPA regarding dredged material disposal sites in central and western Long Island Sound.  Also, Board members were invited to attend an announce the initial funding for the feeder barge service by the State Bond Commission.

IX. TIA & Public Comment 

Judy Gott commented on the need for rail commuter service along the I91 corridor and noted the TIAs endorsement of the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield service.

Mike Riley commented on the need to address roadway issues as the Board moves forward.

X. Adjournment 

On a motion by Mr. Klein (2nd: Markowicz) the Board adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 







Respectfully submitted,





  R. Nelson Griebel







Chairman

