Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

February 17, 2004

8 a.m.-noon

Metropolitan District Training Center

125 Maxim Road, Meeting Room B, Hartford, CT

Members Present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel,  Joseph Maco, George Giguere, Carl Stephani, John Klein, Commissioner Byrnes, Stephen Cassano, Jeffrey O’Keefe.

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith), John Markowicz, Commissioner Abromaitis, Commissioner Rocque, Commissioner Spada, Michael Meotti and John Sarantopoulos.

I.

Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

II.
Chairman’s Comments
Chairman Griebel outlined the meeting agenda and the Board’s intent over the next several months.

Chairman Griebel also commented on the Board’s appreciation to Commissioner Byrnes as he prepares to retire on April 1st  and recognized his exceptional contributions to the creation of the Board and to the development of the Strategy that the Board submitted to the Governor and the Legislature in January 2003. Following these comments Chairman Griebel made a motion (2nd: Cassano), it was unanimously



VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of James Byrnes of the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the development of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2003; and, further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Commissioner Byrnes for health, happiness, and success upon his retirement from DOT following an exemplary career of public service; and further to direct the Chairman to provide Commissioner Byrnes with a copy of this resolution.

III.

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from the January 20, 2004 meeting were not acted on due to the lack of a quorum.

IV. Section 16 Projects Funding & DOT Proposed Budget Adjustments (FY05)

(NOTE: Chairman Griebel suggested the combination of items 4 and 5 on the original agenda).

Phil Smith, Undersecretary-OPM reviewed the Governor’s budget recommendations in respect to TSB initiatives.  These include funding for the continuation of Section 16 operational programs, incident management programs as recommended by the IMTF, and implementation of the maritime policy as recommended by the Maritime Policy Special Task Force.  Commissioner Byrnes reviewed the recommendations regarding bus and rail fare increases as well as other aspects of DOT’s FY05 budget.

Chairman Greibel reviewed several letters which were submitted by the Board to the Governor and General Assembly regarding the TSB Project Account and a recent letter from the Fairfield County delegation to the Board.

Also, Commissioner Byrnes reviewed current activities regarding the accelerated purchase of rail rolling stock.  Mayor Cassano noted the need for additional revenues in order to meet a needed investment to improve the State’s transportation system.

V. TEA-21 Reauthorization Status 

Commissioner Byrnes reviewed recent activities as they relate to Connecticut and the Northeast.  He noted that Congress continues to provide supplemental, short-term funding, and remarked on the state’s Congressionaldelegation’s work to protect our share of the program.

Members discussed several specific items, including the need for a national transportation policy study, regional needs and efforts, public-private partnerships and the status of Amtrak.

VI. Transportation Funding & Investment Needs 

Chairman Greibel reviewed the distributed material including the recommendations of the Funding and Finance Working Group and the Board’s funding and finance recommendation of January 2003.  Chairman Griebel also noted that he would hope that the Board could develop a set of tactics they could take over the coming months to move this issue forward.  Likewise, the Chairman noted that the single largest impediment to implementing the strategy is the lack of money.  Board members discussed issues such as building grassroots support, the renewal of the Metro-North contract, the affect of the spending cap on revenue enhancement efforts, bond coverage and the political climate that surrounds this issue.

Chairman Griebel will work with OPM, DOT and the Treasurer’s Office to develop a presentation framing these issues for a future Board meeting.

VIII. Report on “Non-TSB Projects”

Commissioner Byrnes reported on his submission to the Board on this requirement as outlined in Public Act 03-4 JSS.  Chairman Griebel noted that if there are questions, this item could be reviewed at a future Board meeting.

IX. Other Business 

Chairman Griebel reviewed the impact statements as submitted by CDA and DECD in relation to the Blackrock Realty LLC Project in Fairfield, and the Lowes Home Improvement Center in Plainfield.  Board members discussed the role of the STC on this process, rail access and potential impact on existing services.

Chairman Griebel noted that the next TSB meeting is scheduled for March 16th at a location to be determined.

X. TIA & Public Comment 

Molly McKay reviewed issues relating to the Route 11 Project.

Judy Gott commented on concerns with the transit model used by DOT and the airport master plan study.

XI. Adjournment 

The Board adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 







Respectfully submitted,





  


R. Nelson Griebel






Chairman

