



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

March 13, 2007

Legislative Office Building

Room 1E

Hartford, CT

8-11:00 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Fred Wilms, Commissioner Carpenter, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Stephen Cassano, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, Jeffery Klaus and Lt. David Aflalo.

Members Absent: Acting Commissioner Angelo (represented by Larry Lusardi), George Guigere, Lt. David Aflalo and Roger Joyce.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of a joint public hearing of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding, Transportation and Planning and Development Committees in late January on the Board’s submitted report; noting that the report was generally well received and that the hearing was well attended.

Chairman Kelleher also noted the addition of two new members to the Board, and welcomed Fred Wilms.  Mr. Wilms was appointed by Representative Cafero as a representative of the business community.  Under Secretary Smith offered a resolution (2nd: Cassano), thanking Joe Maco for his service on the Board, as follows:

VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Joseph Maco to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board and to the development of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2007; to extend the Board’s appreciation to Mr. Maco for his service as the Board’s representative on the State Maritime Commission; and, further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Mr. Maco for health, happiness, and success in all future endeavors.
Voice vote—resolution adopted.

III. Approval of Minutes-January 5, 2007

Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Carpenter) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Review of Governor’s Proposed Budget

Under Secretary Smith provided an overview of Governor Rell’s proposed biennium budget, specifically the proposed enhancements to the State’s transportation system.  It was noted that Governor Rell’s 2007 initiative builds on the progress of the past two legislative sessions as well as the TSB’s 2007 report and recommendations.  The 2007 initiative includes enhanced Shore Line East service, an additional 24 M8 rail cars for use on the New Haven and Shore Line East Lines, improvements to rail stations and parking facilities, improved bike access and storage, funding for several capital projects, funding toward the implementation of the Southeast Tourism Transit system, providing additional staffing at ConnDOT, funding and staffing to implement the enhanced CHAMP service, and continued funding for the Section 16 bus projects.  In addition, Governor Rell’s proposes an increase in bus fares to fund these initiatives.
Following the presentation, Board members discussed the funding approved as part of 2006 transportation initiative, specifically the identification of projects to which this funding would be provided; staffing needs at ConnDOT to effectively implement the initiatives of the past legislative cycles; the proposed reduction in town aid road funding; and funding to Tweed-New Haven airport.

Commissioner Carpenter noted recent discussions to provide incentives to municipalities to provide support and design services as a means of expediting the implementation process of previously approved and funded projects.  In addition, Commissioner Carpenter noted that the anticipated service dates of the proposed M8 rail cars (pending approval by the General Assembly) would be 2012.

V. Review of ConnDOT’s Report re: Shore Line East Service
Gene Colonese, Rail Administrator—ConnDOT, presented the agency’s report to expand rail service on the Shore Line East (SLE).  The presentation and report included a review of the obstacles to improved service and options to expand SLE service.  These options were presented in three phases, which noted enhanced frequency and service, equipment needs and effectiveness of each specific phase.
Board members discussed the points of origin and destination of SLE customers, efforts to expand the market share percentage, SLE peak hours, issues related to moveable bridges, the possibility to expand beyond New London (east), and efforts to address issues related to Amtrak.

Commissioner Carpenter noted that recent discussions with Amtrak have focused on the regional commuter rail issues and have included representatives from Rhode Island and Massachusetts; and that these high level meetings continue to resolve these issues.

VI. Overview: Enhancements at Bradley International Airport

Richard Jaworski, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Aviation & Ports—ConnDOT, reviewed efforts to enhance concessions and capital improvements at Bradley International Airport.  The presentation noted an aggressive and extensive capital improvement and enhancement program that includes improvements to and reconfigurations of runways, as well as terminal expansion and improvements.  Mr. Jaworski also noted that efforts to expand the concession services has resulted in the highest per passenger revenues at the airport; and efforts to develop a business plan to include development of a master lease as a means of identifying and managing the 450+ leases at the airport.
Following the presentation, Board members discussed the schedule of the terminal improvements, pending transatlantic service and transportation to/from the international arrivals building.  In addition, Board members inquired as to the status of the Tweed safety area zones and efforts to preserve municipal/private airports.  Mr. Jaworski assured the Board that all efforts are being planned to minimize the impact and/or potential delay of flights due to runway reconstruction projects.

Chairman Kelleher noted the addition of concessions as a component of the Bradley Strategic Plan to enhance the customer experience.

VII. Other Business

Chairman Kelleher noted that no impact statements had been received for Board review.
Chairman Kelleher advised members that no environmental issues have been raised.
Ms. Burnaska asked that a meeting be arranged between the chairs of the Transportation Investment Areas (TIAs) and the Board chairman to discuss and outline the role of the TIAs moving forward.  Chairman Kelleher committed to checking his availability and advising back to the TIA chairs to schedule a date for same.  Ms. Burnaska also noted the recent release of the Northeast Rail Operations & Planning Study, and asked for its consideration as part of any effort to enhance freight rail service.
Chairman Kelleher noted that, as outlined in the 2007 report the Board’s efforts over 2007 and into 2008 will focus on the development of evaluation tools.  Likewise, it is anticipated that agenda items for upcoming meeting also focus on these efforts.  Chairman Kelleher also advised members that in addition to the evaluation piece, the Board’s has committed to stay current on ConnDOT’s effort to implement the transportation strategy and that this too will be a component of the Board’s agenda in the coming year.  
Commissioner Carpenter extended an offer to have the Federal Highway Administration present public-private opportunities to the Board.  In addition, Commissioner Carpenter announced the hiring of a new Deputy Commissioner at ConnDOT to focus on mass transportation and responsible growth.

Mr. Cassano suggested the Board receive and update by the Statewide Incident Management Task Force at a future meeting.

VIII. TIA & Public Comment

Judy Gott spoke to issues involving Amtrak.
IX. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 9:30 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher







Chairman


