Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

May 17, 2005

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

Hartford, CT

8 a.m.-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Gina McCarthy, John Sarantopoulos, Commissioner Korta, Commissioner Boyle, George Giguere, Joseph Maco, Stephen Cassano, John Klein and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis, John Markowicz (represented by Jim Butler) and Secretary Genuario (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith).

I. Call to Order

The meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.
II. Chairman’s Comments 

Chairman Griebel outlined the meeting agenda.

III. Approval of Minutes—March 22, 2005 

On a motion by Mr. Stephani (2nd: Boyle), the minutes from March 2005 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV. Informational Presentation—Operational & Logistics of Electronic Toll Collection 

Chairman Griebel introduced Walter Kristlibas, NJ Turnpike Authority & Interagency Group (IAG) to give his presentation.  Mr. Kristlibas introduced colleagues Eric Christensen and Dennis Switeaj as part of the panel.  The panel presented a PowerPoint presentation that outlined a brief history of electronic tolls and the EZ Pass system as well as membership of the system.  Mr. Kristlibas also outlined how the system works, market share, accomplishments and the future of electronic tolling technology.

Board discussion included overviews of violation and collection rates and activities, the electronic tag replacement program, use of administrative revenues as well as the dedication of toll revenue, marketing program and activities, and the challenges of initiating an electronic tolling system.  Several Board members also inquired and discussed the use of tolling as a value-pricing/congestion mitigation tool.

V. ConnDOT Related Activities

· New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Commuter Rail Implementation Plan Study-Carmine Trotta outlined the final draft and recommendations of this study in supporting the enhancement of rail service along the I91 corridor.  The study includes capital and operational components and needs for the recommended service.  Mr. Trotta also reviewed the next step need towards implementing such a service.

Timothy Brennan, Pioneer Valley  Planning Commission, Executive Director, expressed the support of his agency and the State of Massachusetts to cooperatively implement this service.

Board members highlighted the benefits of economic growth and development, as well as the tie to smart growth strategies as issues that needed to be considered in prioritizing this project.  In addition, the addressing the future role of Amtrak was noted as an important consideration.

· VRE Cars & Locomotive Negotiation Status-Commissioner Korta introduced Jim Boice to review the pending agreement with Amtrak on these negotiations.

· Developments Route 7 Interchange-Commissioner Korta noted that DOT continues to move this project forward.

· Federal Funding Reauthorization-Mr. Boice noted the status of this legislation.

VI. Other Business 

· Impact Statements—Connecticut Development Authority submitted an impact statement for the Swiss Army Brand’s Project in Shelton or Stamford, which the Board reviewed.

· Environmental Issues—no issues were reported on at this time.

· Legislative Update—Chairman Griebel noted that the Governor’s transportation initiative continues to move through the process and the Board is monitoring and advocating for its adoption.

Mr. Boice noted that DOT is moving forward with MetroNorth on this proposal and has awarded a contract to begin the design of specifications for the replacement fleet.  Chairman Griebel asked that the Board be updated on this activity in the October-December timeframe.

· Next TSB Meeting—Chairman Griebel advised that the next meeting will be held on June 21st , and will include agenda items on:

· Legislative/Budget Update

· Section 16 Project Update

· Bridgeport Feeder Barge Status

· Miscellaneous—Mr. Butler noted the resolution adopted by the TIAs in Eastern Connecticut.  Ms. Burnaska expressed support for DOT continuing the operation of Section 16 services as part of their annual operating budget.

VII. TIA/Public Comment 

Judy Gott expressed support for the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail service and asked that the Board seek an increase in the number of train sets traveling north in the morning.

Mike Riley opposed any action or move toward the establishment of tolls on Connecticut highways.

Joe Riccio spoke to the status and issues on dredging the Port of Bridgeport.

VIII. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 11:31 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





    


R. Nelson Griebel








Chairman
