Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board
May 18, 2004

8:00 a.m. – noon

Legislative Office Building, Room 1B

Hartford, CT

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, Commissioner James Abromaitis, Commissioner Stephen Korta, John Markowicz, Michael Meotti, Jeffrey J. O’Keefe, Commissioner Arthur Rocque, Jr., John Sarantopoulos, Carl Stephani, Stephen Cassano, and Joseph Maco

Members Absent: Secretary Ryan (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith), John Klein, George Giguere, and Commissioner Spada.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel stated that there would be a presentation from OPM on the status of the Special Transportation Fund at the June meeting.  Chairman Griebel also stated that the Board should focus on identifying funding sources that can be discussed at the June meeting. 

III. Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Markowicz (2nd: Stephani), the minutes from the April 2004 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV. Review of Funding & Finance Sections – January 2003 Report

Chairman Griebel initiated a discussion on Section 8 of the January TSB report with the Board.  Mr. Cassano stated that the Board should explore public/private-funding options.  Mr. O’Keefe stated that local contributions should be made to solve some of the problems.  Mr. Cassano agreed, but reminded the Board that the legislature needs to act to make that happen.  

Mr. Meotti stated that he has been involved in a deliberative poll in the New Haven area over the last couple of years.  These poll exercises are done around the country on issues that are politically untouchable, such as tax increases.  Chairman Griebel asked if Mr. Meotti would give a fifteen-minute overview of the how the poll works, who commissions the poll, etc., at the June meeting.  Mr. Meotti agreed to provide the Board with an overview.  

Mr. Maco suggested that the Board get the TIAs involved in the revenue raising issue.  Chairman Griebel stated that the TIAs are critical to this process.  Mr. Cassano stated that the various transportation support groups should be involved in getting the message out, since it would be helpful to have their assistance.  Commissioner Rocque suggested that fuel cell technology and alternate fuel sources be explored.

V. Review of Recent Actions & Status

· 2004 Legislative Session

Undersecretary Smith reviewed the activities of the 2004 Legislative Session.  He reviewed the authorization of $49 million of funds that were approved by the legislature for six types of projects.  He stated that some of this funding would go towards CHAMP, incident management, Tweed, and a grant to the RPOs.  He also reviewed the Maritime Policy and Commission and the Incident Management legislation that recently passed.

· Maritime Policy Recommendations

Commissioner Korta noted that the Governor has yet to sign Public Act 04-143, which creates the Connecticut Maritime Commission, but once the bill is signed, ConnDOT would work with OPM to define the position and roles. 

· Section 16 Project Funding

Michael Sanders, DOT, expressed concern over the status of $5 million for fiscal year 2005, since the current operating funds will be expended by July/August.  He stated that if the Board decides to discontinue the projects, it would be necessary to give adequate notice.  Chairman Griebel asked Michael Sanders to provide ridership figures through the end of April at the June meeting before a decision is made.  Chairman Griebel recommended that the Board authorize spending through the end of August.  

Mr. Cassano made a motion (2nd: O’Keefe) to extend funding under 04-177, Section 4 through August 31, 2004.  Motion carried--voice vote.

Mr. Carmine Trotta, DOT, stated that ConnDOT has three potential locations for commuter parking lots in Guilford, Norwalk, and Essex.  ConnDOT has a meeting with the Town of Essex on June 8 and is requesting $125,000 from unexpended funds from Section 16 funding for this project.  Chairman Griebel requested a white paper on the commuter parking lot issue for the June meeting.  Joseph Maco agreed that more information is needed, and expressed his concern over the expenditure of funds for the Guilford lot since it often appears to be 25% full.

Mr. Cassano asked for an update on barges and the feeder barge issue.  Carmine Trotta, DOT, stated that the contract has been prepared and signed by ConnDOT and the Attorney General’s Office is currently reviewing it.  Mr. Griebel asked that a status report on the feeder barge issue be placed on a future agenda.

VI. Other Business

· Task Force Update

Mr. Cassano noted the on-going activities of the Statewide Incident Management Task Force.  He recently met with Jim Mona from ConnDOT and one concern was that the diversion plan may be different from the state plan and there are no criteria.  Mr. Cassano stated that it is early in the process but the issue will need to be addressed at some point.  He will keep the Board apprised of any future developments.

· Miscellaneous

Charlie Barone, DOT, provided an update on the status of TEA-21 Reauthorization legislation.  He stated that there has been no movement in Congress with the reauthorization of TEA-21.  The next step is for a conference committee to be formed.  

Commissioner Rocque provided an update on the Western & Central LIS Dredged Material Disposal Sites Report (DEP).  He stated that Governor Levitt extended the comment period through the end of the month for New York.  If the designations go forward, New York will most likely file a lawsuit, which would delay the dredging of Southport and Norwalk Harbor.

Commissioner Abromaitis provided an update on the Review of two Impact Statements as distributed.  

Commissioner Rocque provided the Board with a status report on the Emission Inspection Program.  Specifically, EPA Administrator Barney had sent a letter reminding the State that sanctions would be imposed if the emissions program is not up and running. Chairman Griebel requested a copy of the letter from Administrator Barney.  

VII. TIA & Public Comment

Judy Gott expressed the need to have a full-time employee for the Maritime Commission. Ms. Gott also requested a copy of the letter that states that there is no overlap of the $3.5 billion in state of good repair needs and the $5.5 billion in new initiatives.  She also expressed her strong support for $640,000 that was originally in the OPM budget for Regional Planning Organizations.  She stated that this money is used for regional planner referrals, which is mandated by state statute, and is time consuming.

Franklin Bloomer from the CCTIA expressed concern that the section on funding originally recommended the need to raise $5.5 billion and now this figure is closer to $10 billion.  He stated that the TIAs would need go back and determine how to finance all of these projects.  He also expressed his support that rail projects be given top priority.  

Mike Riley, CT Motor Transport Assoc., commented on the diversion of the petroleum gross receipts tax, since he believes these funds should go to the STF, not the general fund.  He also expressed his opposition to the prevailing wage requirement that is included in state contracts, since it adds to the costs of protects, and the difficult procurement policies of ConnDOT that could be streamlined.  He also expressed his concerns with the New Britain /Hartford Busway project.  Chairman Griebel asked Mr. Riley to send a memo to him outlining the petroleum gross receipts tax issue.  In particular, Mr. Griebel would like to know how much revenue it raises. 

Melissa Lee, SWRPA, expressed her strong opposition to raising taxes in some counties and not others.  She stated that this might raise the cost of doing business in the state and hurt economic development in Fairfield County.  She is not opposed to exploring additional forms of taxation, however, if done it should be on a statewide basis.

Chairman Griebel expressed the Board’s appreciation to Jeffrey O’Keefe as he prepares to move on to other endeavors on June 1st and recognized his exceptional contributions to the creation of the Board and to the development of the Strategy that the Board submitted to the Governor and the Legislature in January 2003. Following these comments Chairman Griebel made a motion (2nd: Abromaitis), it was unanimously



VOTED: To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Jeffrey O’Keefe to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the development of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2003; and, further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Mr. O’Keefe for health, happiness, and success upon his new endeavors following an exemplary career of public service in Connecticut; and further to direct the Chairman to provide Mr. O’Keefe with a copy of this resolution.

VIII. Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 10:05 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





  


R. Nelson Griebel





Chairman

