
Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

June 20, 2006

People’s Bank

Bridgeport, Connecticut

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, John Markowicz, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Korta, Jeffery Klaus, George Giguere, Secretary Genuario, Joseph Maco, and Sean Moore.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis (represented by Larry Lusardi), Commissioner Boyle (represented by Lt. David Aflalo), Commissioner Gina McCarthy (represented by Deputy Secretary Amey Marrella), Stephen Cassano and John Filchak.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda and recognized Mayor Fabrizi who welcomed the Board to the City of Bridgeport.  Mayor Fabrizi also noted several transportation initiatives and projects underway in the Greater Bridgeport area.

Chairman Kelleher noted a recent letter from John Klein announcing his resignation from the Board due to time constraints.  The following resolution was offered by the Chairman: 
To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of John Klein of People’s Bank to the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the advancement of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2003; and further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Mr. Klein for health, happiness, and success in all future endeavors.

Chairman Kelleher offered the following resolution to acknowledge the service to the Board by Mr. Maco in his final meeting as a Board member:

To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of Joseph Maco of Madison to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the development and advancement of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2003; specifically those contributions toward the development and implementation of recommendations relating to maritime issues; and his service as the Board’s representative on the Connecticut Maritime Commission.

Further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Mr. Maco for health, happiness, and success in all future endeavors.

Chairman Kelleher also offered the following resolution to acknowledge the service to the Board by Mr. Markowicz in his final meeting as a Board member:

To acknowledge the exceptional contributions of John Markowicz of the Southeastern Connecticut Enterprise Region (SeCTer) to the formation of the Transportation Strategy Board (the “Board”) and to the development and advancement of the Strategy submitted by the Board to the Governor and the General Assembly in January of 2003; including those contributions, as Chairman of the Maritime Policy Task Force toward the development and implementation of recommendations relating to maritime issues; and his service as the Board’s representative from the Southeastern Corridor Transportation Investment Area (TIA).

Further, to extend the Board’s warmest wishes to Mr. Markowicz for health, happiness, and success in all future endeavors.



On a voice vote each of the resolutions were adopted.

III. Approval of Minutes—May 16, 2006

Mr. Markowicz made a motion (2nd: Maco) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Status of TSB Recommendations & Projects

Undersecretary Phil Smith reviewed those recommendations made by the Board in 2003, including the status of implementation of those projects included in the 2003 report, as well as a brief history of the development of each of the Board’s recommendations.
Following the presentation, Chairman Kelleher noted that turn over of the Board’s membership made it necessary for such a presentation.  Chairman Kelleher also expressed encouragement that a number of the recommendations the Board had made were being implemented; and that these recommendations should serve as a basis of the Board’s discussions and activities through the remainder of 2006.

Board members discussed issues related to the advancement of the Route 11 project, station expansion along the SLE, aspects of the State Plan of C&D which support transportation and the assessment of issues which rise out of performing a build-out analysis.

V. City of Bridgeport Presentation

Nancy Hadley, Director of the Office of Planning & Development, presented an overview of the City’s efforts to improve or expand current and planned transit services, the intermodal transportation center, land use planning, brownfield remediation and redevelopment and transit oriented development.
Chairman Kelleher thanked Ms. Hadley for her presentation.

VI. Transit Ridership Reports-DOT

Gene Colonese reviewed rail ridership numbers, noting the continued growth on the New Haven Line and SLE.
Mike Sanders reviewed bus transit ridership numbers noting the growth over the last year in CT Transit and regional transit district services, as well as the significant growth in express services, commuter connections and routes funded by the Board.  Mr. Sanders suggested the need to address routes and areas which have and potentially may experience growth.

Board members discussed the enhancement of services, the subsidy of specific bus routes, the potential to increase fares in affluent areas, and federal funds for the Jobs Access program.  Chairman Kelleher suggested the Board’s focus would be on the development of metrics and evaluation of customer needs and satisfaction, the impact of services on people, goods and economic development and placing context around future ridership reports.
VII.
Next Steps

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the Board’s schedule for the remainder of 2006, including the scheduling of Board meeting, as well as meeting with each TIA and public hearings.  The Chairman invited each Board member to participate as much as possible.

Finally, the Chairman noted that he is working with staff to outreach to various stakeholder groups, boards and commissions as a part of this process.

VIII.
Other Business

No impact statements or environmental issues were offered for the Board’s consideration.
IX. Public Comment

Mike Riley addressed issues on the subsidy of public transportation versus highways.

Carol Leighton spoke to the opportunity presented to the Board by a revision to the strategy; and advocated for consideration of a fix-it-first policy, reliance on mass transportation solutions and the institution of roadway pricing.

Representatives from the City of Stamford requested an opportunity to present initiatives the City has underway.

X. Adjournment

Prior to adjournment, Chairman Kelleher asked Mr. Maco and Mr. Markowicz for thoughts on the Board.  Mr. Maco suggested the Board consider the importance of dredging our ports and the effects of ethanol use on the funding of future transportation initiatives.  Mr. Markowicz reviewed the needs of and growth in Southeastern Connecticut.

Mr. Markowicz made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 10:27 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher





Chairman

