



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

July 18, 2006

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

Hartford, Connecticut

8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Commissioner Abromaitis, Karen Burnaska, Stephen Cassano, Jeffery Klaus, Commissioner Korta, Joseph Maco, John Filchak, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, and Sean Moore and Undersecretary Philip Smith.

Members Absent: Commissioner Boyle (represented by Lt. David Aflalo) and George Giguere.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda.

Chairman Kelleher noted efforts taken by staff seeking input from various transportation stakeholder groups in the revision of the Board’s strategy.  In addition, Chairman Kelleher noted that public hearings are continuing, with the most recent held on July 13th in Norwalk.

III. Approval of Minutes—June 20, 2006

Commissioner Korta made a motion (2nd: Klaus) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV.
Background Information

Undersecretary Smith reviewed the criteria for the Board’s revision, as established and outlined in Public Act 06-135.  Board members were advised that these criteria will govern the adoption and deliberations of the forthcoming strategy.
Paul Buckley (ConnDOT) provided a presentation on transportation census data, which focused on trip to work transportation information compiled by the US Census Bureau.
Following the presentation Board members discussion focused on the success of carpooling initiatives, the process of updating information and trends, degree of traffic growth and the breakdown of information by weekday versus weekend travel, the accuracy of data and it’s correlation to ConnDOT’s traffic model, as well as the effect of growth in rural communities.
Chairman Kelleher suggested information such as this will be a useful tool as the Board reviews and revises its transit strategy related to buses.
V. Department of Transportation Bureau Presentations

Richard Jaworski (ConnDOT) provided an overview of the Bureau of Aviation & Ports.  The presentation included information on the agency’s role at Bradley International Airport, the six state-owned airports and other airports, the state’s ports and ferry services.
Board members discussed incentives to allow for the expansion of Tweed Airport, operations at Bradley, the state’s role to protect private airports, the interaction between ConnDOT and the Bradley Board of Directors, the status of addressing dredging issues and the composition of the Metro North Board of Directors.  Chairman Kelleher also spoke to the development of a business plan for all the state’s airports and the Bradley Master Plan.
Arthur Gruhn and Charles Roman (ConnDOT) provided an overview of the Bureau of Highways & Engineering.  The presentation included information on the agency’s role in maintaining roads, bridges, public transportation facilities, as well as aviation and port facilities.  In addition, Mr. Gruhn and Mr. Roman addressed the affects of SAFETEA-LU legislation on funding and new programs; a review of current major construction projects including implementation of several components of the Governor’s 2005 transportation initiative.  Finally, Mr. Roman spoke to the challenges to the agency given staffing issues.
Board members discussed the productivity gains and efficiency of staff to support projects, support staff issues, the efficiency of outsourcing and utilization of the private sector, the use of Federal funds for capital and operational services, efficiency of the system and issues related to the state of good repair.
H. James Boice (ConnDOT) provided an overview of the Bureau of Public Transportation.  The presentation included information on the agency’s role in commuter rail services and system, freight rail system, bus transit and transportation demand management system.  Mr. Boice also addressed efforts to implement capital projects as well as strategic objectives.
Board members discussed the state’s share of operational costs for bus transit, the status of the procurement process for new rail cars, perspectives of per passenger deficits and the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail project.  Chairman Kelleher spoke to the importance of economic impact(s) when considering new public transportation services.
VI. Next Steps

Chairman Kelleher outlined the Board’s upcoming meeting and public hearing schedule. 
VII. Other Business

· Impact Statements - no impact statements were received.
· Environmental Issues-no environmental issues were raised.
VIII. TIA & Public Comment

Don Shurbert, CT Construction Industry Association/Keep CT Moving, commented on the state’s dependency on federal funding and the increased cost of construction materials.
Eric Brown, CBIA, commented on incentives to business to utilize ridesharing programs, funding issues and the need for the Board to develop a long-term vision.
IX. Adjournment
Ms. Burnaska made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 10:40 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher





Chairman


