Transportation Strategy Board

Minutes

August 16, 2005

Legislative Office Building, Room 2B

Hartford, CT

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Gina McCarthy, John Sarantopoulos, Commissioner Korta, George Giguere, Joseph Maco, Stephen Cassano, and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Commissioner Boyle (represented by Lt. David Aflalo), John Markowicz (represented by Jim Butler), John Klein (represented by Valerie Carlson), Commissioner Abromaitis and Secretary Genuano (represented by Undersecretary Phil Smith).

I.
Call to Order

The meeting to order at 8:07 a.m.

II.
Chairman's Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided introductory remarks, outlining his professional background and his thoughts on the Board's activities, challenges and opportunities moving forward. These include working with DOT to address the public awareness gap, improving economic viability, presenting attractive mass transit alternatives and continuing to work to examine opportunities to expand these, addressing alignment and linkage of services, maintaining an aggressive marketing of Bradley International

Airport and understanding the role of the State's other airports as an integral component of our transportation system.

He also noted his discussions with several Board members and commissioners; as well as a plan to continue meeting with legislative leaders and stakeholders in the coming months.

III.
Approval of Minutes

On a motion by Mr. Maco (2nd: Giguere), the minutes from June 2005 meeting were approved (voice vote).

IV.
Overview-Governor's Transportation Initiative

Phil Smith (OPM) provided an outline of the $1.3 billion initiative to improve the State's transportation system; noting recent activities by the Bond Commission to begin this investment.

Commissioner Korta spoke to the funding challenges, specifically in relation to moving these projects forward; noting that recently approved Federal funding will be helpful. Commissioner Korta also spoke to the DOT's commitment to reviewing the equity issues of the $1 surcharge on rail customers.

Jim Boice (DOT) reviewed activities to date to move the projects forward, specifically the design of the new rail cars, identification of the 195 operational and safety improvements, the development of a selection process for prioritizing the "non 195 projects." Mr. Boice noted the Board involvement in this process and 

addressed the status of other initiatives (such as the VRE cars and the New Haven branchline study).

Board discussion included the timeframe of getting the remaining VRE cars in use, highway projects east of Branford, the type(s) of projects targeted for the $150 million in "non 195 projects," and funding to complete 184 improvements west of Waterbury.

Chairman Kelleher emphasized the Board's intent on getting projects moving forward and prioritizing projects that will have a near term effect on improving the system.

V.
Other Business

CDA submitted an impact statement on the Mortgage Lenders Network USA, Inc. project in Wallingford. Phil Smith highlighted the vagueness and suggested that this impact statement be resubmitted by CDA upon their being able to determine what (if any) impact this project would have.

Commissioner McCarthy welcomed Board members input on the diesel emissions plan DEP is currently developing.

Chairman Kelleher advised members that he would not be available on the September meeting date and will advise members as to the status on the rescheduling of this date.

Commissioner Korta introduced Charles Beck as the newly hired Manager of Maritime Activities, noting that the Board's recommendations had lead to the creation of this position within the DOT. Mr. Beck provided brief comments.

VI.
TIA & Public Comment

Judy Gott welcomed Chairman Kelleher.

AJ Bellview asked that the Board review and give consideration to using the proposed Griffin Line in the Greater Hartford area.

VII.
Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 9:16 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin J. Kelleher

