Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board

August 24, 2004

Gateway Community College - Long Wharf Campus

Room 160 -- The Community Room
New Haven, Connecticut

8 a.m. – noon

Members present: Chairman R. Nelson Griebel, Commissioner Korta, Commissioner Boyle, John Markowicz, John Sarantopoulos, Commissioner Arthur Rocque and Carl Stephani.

Members Absent: Commissioner James Abromaitis, Secretary Ryan, Michael Meotti, John Klein, Stephen Cassano, Joseph Maco, Karen Burnaska and George Giguere.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Griebel called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Griebel also welcomed Commissioner Boyle as the newest member.

III. Approval of Minutes

Lacking a quorum, the minutes were not approved.

IV. Presentation: New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail Implementation Plan 

Carmine Trotta (DOT) presented an overview of the plan’s recommendations, process and schedule.  Commissioner Korta commended the business community and the City of Meriden for their efforts in support of this proposed service, and also spoke to the efforts to maximize federal funds for the same.

Board members discussion included issues of service options, cost(s) (exclusive to Connecticut and shared), economic development opportunities, effect on congestion mitigation, the development of an implementation schedule, funding options and equipment type.  Chairman Griebel asked that DOT provide the Board with cost refinements within the next couple of months.

Following the Board members’ discussion, members of the general public were given an opportunity to address the Board.  Members of the public offering comments in support of the service include: Mayor DeStefano, State Representatives Abrams, McCluskey and Donovan, Scott Shanley (Enfield Town Manager), Lyle Wray (CRCOG), Tim Brennan (Pioneer Valley Planning Commission), Wayne D’Amico (Meriden Economic Resources Group), Sean Moore (Gtr. Meriden Chamber), Roger Reynolds (CT Fund for the Environment), Judy Gott (SCCOG, I91 TIA and CCTIA), Cindy Lemek (All Aboard!), and Roger Smuts (City of New Haven, Office of the Mayor).  No members of the public spoke in opposition.

Chairman Griebel asked the Board for a general endorsement of moving the plan forward to the public hearing stage; Board members agreed.  It was noted that Wilbur Smith Associates is in the process of planning formal public hearings throughout the corridor.  DOT will be presenting the final plan in December 2004-January 2005 for the Board’s final approval and forwarding to the Governor and General Assembly.

V. Presentation: I95 Southeastern Connecticut Study 

Carmine Trotta (DOT) and representatives from Clough, Harbour & Associates presented an overview of the plan’s recommendations, process and schedule.

Board members discussion included issues of time schedule, environmental issues, and the use of managed lanes.  Chairman Griebel noted those “near term improvements” as a possible first step in addressing the needs of this corridor.

Following the Board members’ discussion, members of the general public were given an opportunity to address the Board.  Members of the public offering comments in support of the service include: Judy Gott (SCRCOG), A. M. Danielsen (CT East Tourism District) and Mike Riley (CT Motor Transport Assoc.).

Chairman Griebel noted that Clough, Harbour & Associates has scheduled formal public hearings throughout the corridor.  DOT will be presenting the final plan in December 2004-January 2005 for the Board’s final approval and forwarding to the Governor and General Assembly.

VI. Public Outreach Project 

Chairman Griebel reviewed the concept of developing a method to gauge public opinion, noting a discussion with Mike Meotti, OPM and DOT on deliberative polling.  He will be working with all parties to further develop this for presentation at a future Board meeting.

VII. Other Business 

· Task Force Update- no new activities to report on.

· Environmental Issues- Commissioner Rocque reviewed the status of dredging issues.

Chairman Griebel reviewed the planned agenda for upcoming Board meetings, as follows:

· September TSB Meeting (9/21)

· Finance Plan Revision

· DOT Long Range Plan

· I95 Commuter Shoulder Study

· October TSB Meeting (10/19)

· Evaluation of Section 16 Projects
· New Haven Line Branchline Study

· Revision of TSB Strategy 

VIII. TIA & Public Comments 

There were no additional comments from the TIAs or public.

IX. Adjournment 

A motion was made to adjourn (motion carried) at 11:02 a.m.







Respectfully submitted,





  


R. Nelson Griebel





Chairman

