



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

August 29, 2006

Gateway Community College, Room 160
New Haven, Connecticut

8-11 a.m.
Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, George Giguere, Commissioner Carpenter, Sean Moore, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Jeffery Klaus and Lt. David Aflalo.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis (represented by Larry Lusardi), Stephen Cassano and Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of the upcoming schedule for Board meeting as well as public hearings.

III. Approval of Minutes-August 8, 2006
Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Carpenter) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Status Report:  M8 Rail Car Purchase 
Deputy Commissioner Jim Boice (DOT) provided the Board with an update on the status of the new rail car purchase for use on the New Haven Line.  Commissioner Boice’s noted the approval by the State Bond Commission for funding this appropriation, which allowed the agency to place its base order for 210 cars, as well as exercising an option for 90 additional cars.  In addition, Deputy Commissioner Boice outlined a schedule to for receipt of these cars, specifically the arrival of pilot rail cars in 2008 and receipt of the first order of new rail cars in 2009.
V. Administrative Matters







Under Secretary Philip Smith reviewed the revenues and expenses of the Transportation Strategy Board Project Account, as well as the proposed 5-year plan for the Board’s consultation.  
Chairman Kelleher reviewed a recent memo outlining the Board’s meeting schedule for September through November 2006.  Mr. Giguere made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to approve this schedule as outlined.  Voice vote—motion passed.
VI. Bonding Projects

Deputy Commissioner Boice reviewed the planned expenditure of “non-I-95 Projects,” as proposed by the Department of Transportation; noting the schedule to seek approval by the State Bond Commission within the next couple of months.  Proposed projects include:
i. Route 82, Norwich—realignment and reconstruction at I395 ($2.75 million);

ii. Route 66, East Hampton—intersection improvements at North Main Street ($1.3 million);

iii. Route 73, Waterbury—major intersection improvement ($4.45 million);

iv. Route 175, Newington—intersection improvement at Rte. 173 and Mill Street ($1.75 million);

v. Route 2/I395 interchange improvement design ($1.5 million);
vi. Route 114, Orange—intersection improvements at Rte. 34 ($1.55 million);

vii. Route 63, New Haven—safety improvements ($5.15 million); and 

viii. Route 162, New Haven—intersection improvements at Rte. 705 ($1.55 million).

Deputy Commissioner Boice also reviewed proposed expenditure for the 2007 I95 projects appropriation ($24.5 million).  These include:

i. Darien NB and SB speed change lanes, Phase 2 ($14.0 million); and

ii. Norwalk speed change lanes ($10.5 million).

No Board discussion was offered.
VII. DOT Presentations

Richard Jaworski, ConnDOT, provided a review of the recently approved master plan for Bradley International Airport.  The presentation included a review of requirements and process of developing an airport master plan in accordance with FAA regulations, as well as those recommendations included in the Bradley master plan.  These recommendations include initiatives to expand marketing and catchment base; improve and expand airport facilities and capacity, such as runways, terminals and parking; as well as access to and from the airport via roadway and mass transportation alternatives.
Board members discussed the need to make adjustments upon an international (trans-Atlantic) service, improvements within the airline and aviation industry, the airport marketing strategy, and the types and flow of cargo at the airport.

Gerald Jennings, ConnDOT reviewed the process in developing the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), including environmental considerations and public participation in the process.

Board members discussed the development of the funding and financial plan in the STIP, the allocation and dedication of funds to various programs and improvements and the flexibility of federal funding, specifically in relation to earmarked projects.


VIII. OPM Presentation





Under Secretary David LeVasseur, OPM, presented a review of the State’s Plan of Conservation and Development.  The presentation included a review of the utilization growth management principals and the interaction of the Plan with municipal development plans, as well as projects funded by the State Bond Commission.  In addition, Mr. LeVasseur reviewed the importance of GIS planning and capabilities.
Also, Mr. LeVasseur’s presentation focused on an incentive based approach to promote appropriate development and improve interagency coordination.   Finally, efforts to develop a pilot program in order to produce a buildout analysis in the western part of Connecticut were noted.
Board members discussed the correlation of population with increased development, incentives to municipalities to be consistent with the Plan, the intent, purpose and use of the buildout analysis, and efforts to implement transit oriented development.
IX. Issue Briefing

Under Secretary Smith provided an overview on aviation issues.  Including the review of the State airport system, schedule of passenger service, sources of funding and financing at Bradley International Airport, and major facility improvements and service incentives.  Secretary Smith also specifically reviewed issues at the State’s coastal airports.

Following the presentation Board members discussed the consideration of the corporate community in development at the State’s airports; growth of specific airports; the ability to resolve disputes between municipalities; state and federal authorities; improvements to runway safety areas; and the marketing efforts at Tweed-New Haven Airport.





X. Other Business

Mr. Giguere suggested the Board members review the funding mechanism for the transportation system as part of its revised strategy.
XI. TIA & Public Comment
Don Shubert invited Board members to the Keep Connecticut Moving Transportation Summit to be held on October 17th at the New Haven Lawn Club.

Judy Gott spoke to the use of the Coastal Area Management Act at Tweed-New Haven Airport.
XII. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Klaus) to adjourn at 10:47 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher





Chairman


