



Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

October 9, 2007
Legislative Office Building, Room 2A

Hartford, CT
8-11 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, Commissioner Carpenter, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Fred Wilms, Dennis Popp and Commissioner McDonald.
Members Absent: Commissioner Danaher (represented by Peter Wack), John Filchak, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, Jeffery Klaus, and Roger Joyce.
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher outlined the agenda for the meeting and welcomed Dennis Popp, representing the Southeastern TIA, to his first meeting of the Board.

Chairman Kelleher also noted several recent enhancements to the Shoreline East rail service, and thanked ConnDOT for these initiatives.

III. Approval of Minutes-July 10, 2007

Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: McDonald) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Presentation: New England Regional Airport System Plan

Chairman Kelleher announced that this presentation would be rescheduled for a future meeting due to a conflict with the Federal Aviation Administration’s staff.

V. Project Status Report 

Charlie Barone, ConnDOT, briefed the Board on the status of several transportation initiatives initiated in 2005 and 2006.  Projects which the Board was briefed on included, but was not limited to, the purchase of new rail cars, the New Haven maintenance facility, numerous highway initiatives, the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail, parking along the SLE and New Haven lines, and transit bus purchases.

Following the report Chairman Kelleher noted that numerous projects were in the advertisement stage and asked for the further information on the implementation process and time frame of typical projects.  In addition, Chairman Kelleher suggested that the opportunity to explain and promote pending improvements and enhancements to the state’s transportation system may be beneficial.
VI. Governor’s Commission on Reorganization of DOT

Under Secretary Smith updated the Board on the activities of the Commission, and agreed to continue to provide updates to Board members as the Commission finalizes its report.
Commissioner Carpenter noted that ConnDOT continues to work with the Commission and has already implemented some recommendations at the agency.

VII. Bridgeport Feeder Barge 

Joe Riccio, Bridgeport Port Authority, updated the Board on the status of this project. The update noted the various challenges, delays and obstacles faced in implementing the project.  In addition, Mr. Riccio voiced optimism that the project has the cooperation and interest of the federal government and anticipated progress due to same.
Following the presentation Board members discussed the capacity at the Port of New York and New Jersey, labor union issues, the economic impediments and land use/zoning issues at the Port of Bridgeport.

Commissioner Carpenter spoke to the value of the project and noted that ConnDOT remained committed to working with the Port Authority toward implementation and success of same.

VIII. Other Business

No impact statements were received.
Chairman Kelleher reviewed a proposed 2008 meeting schedule and suggested that the Board adopt a bi-monthly schedule.  Board members were asked to get back to the Chairman by the end of the week with their opinions on this proposal, at which time the schedule would be set.
Under Secretary Smith noted that transportation initiatives for 2007 continue to be subject to legislative discussion and action.
IX. TIA & Public Comment

Eric Brown, CBIA, advised the Board that he has had several discussions with legislators and there seems to be interest in working on enhancements at Bradley International Airport in the coming legislative session.
X. Adjournment

Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Wilms) to adjourn at 9:20 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin Kelleher







Chairman


