Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

December 11, 2006

Cartus

40 Apple Ridge Road, Danbury, CT

9:00 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Joseph Maco, Commissioner Carpenter, Under Secretary Philip Smith, Stephen Cassano, George Giguere, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella, Jeffery Klaus and Lt. David Aflalo.

Members Absent: Commissioner Abromaitis (represented by Larry Lusardi).
I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher provided an overview of the agenda. Chairman Kelleher’s comments included a review of the upcoming schedule for Board meetings.  The Chairman also noted that as the Board moves towards the finalization of its revised strategy, discussions on issues will continue, of which Board members will be advised in advance in order to prepare.

Chairman Kelleher briefly spoke to the Board’s efforts to develop a strategy which identifies economic development opportunities, increased investment in public transportation, mitigates environmental clean water and air quality issues, expedites the implementation of specific initiatives aligned to the strategy, is in compliance with environmental standards and seeks to develop and advance multi-state, regional efforts where necessary.  In addition, the Chairman noted that the strategy should not have an adverse impact on our State’s environmental policies as well as address the responsibilities of the State’s municipalities.

III. Approval of Minutes-November 30, 2006

Mr. Cassano made a motion (2nd: Carpenter) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Mr. Filchak asked that the minutes incorporate more detailed comments from the last Board meeting; Mr. Cassano amended his motion to include those revisions sought by Mr. Filchak.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. Guiding Principles

Under Secretary Smith reviewed the guiding principles as presented to the Board at previous meeting.  Board members discussed the order of the principles, including incentives encouraging public and private sector use of public transportation and referencing climate change and environmental impacts as outlined in Public Act 06-161.  Under Secretary Smith will make revisions to the principles for presentation at the next meeting of the Board.

V. Strategies

Bob Hammersley reviewed the strategies included in the Board 2003 report, and requested commentary.  No comments or revision was suggested.
VI. Additional Draft Recommendations

Under Secretary Smith reviewed a series of recommendations for discussion relating to funding, implementation, land use and economic development, evaluation, bicycles and pedestrians, transportation demand management, and interstate initiatives.
Board members extensively discussed the evaluation and potential use electronic tolls and congestion pricing in the State.  Specifically, it was suggested that any analysis include a review of safety issues, potential for additional roadways, the affect on business costs and reflect the application of this technology in other states. Members also discussed the importance of monitoring the implementation of the strategy, the need to address or acknowledge a system of “good repair,” growth management principles of the Plan of C&D, and the coordination of scheduling TDM strategies.  Chairman Kelleher suggested the need to examine all funding options in order to implement transit oriented development (public and private), as well as a gap analysis on the implementation of transportation demand management initiatives.

Per the discussion, revisions will be made.
VII. Modal Recommendations

Under Secretary Smith reviewed revised modal recommendations per the Board’s discussion at the last meeting, including the following: public transportation, rail freight, aviation, maritime and highways.  Board members discussed further revisions to the rail station parking, bus transit, Bradley International Airport and highway recommendations.
Per the discussion, revisions will be made.
VIII. Financial Outlook & Issues

Under Secretary Smith reviewed issues related to finance, included the state spending cap and the Special Transportation Fund.  Mr. Giguere stated his belief that it is incumbent on the Board to make recommendations to finance those initiatives and projects recommended by the Board.
Chairman Kelleher suggested that at the next Board meeting, members be prepared to discuss and debate a series of responsible funding recommendations for inclusion in the Board’s report.

IX. Prioritized Project List

Under Secretary Smith reviewed a draft list of prioritized projects, noting the separation is by transportation mode.  In addition, it was noted that projects specifically funded and identified as part of the 2005 or 2006 transportation initiatives weren’t included as part of this list.  Board members discussed the value and collaboration of each project to the strategies, as well as specific projects regarding marketing budget at Bradley International Airport and town aid road funding.
Per the discussion, revisions will be made.
X. TIA & Public Comment

Floyd Lapp, SWRPA commented on recommendations made in previous discussion drafts relating to rail station parking and governance and value pricing.
Andy Markowski, City of Stamford, offered comments on congestion mitigation efforts in lower Fairfield County.

Mike Riley complimented the Board’s efforts.

Judy Gott spoke to the implementation of the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield Rail.

Joe Maco advised the Board on national efforts to implement a short sea shipping network.
XI. Adjournment

Mr. Filchak made a motion (2nd: Moore) to adjourn at 1:26 p.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin J. Kelleher







Chairman
