



OVA Advisory Committee Meeting
June 15, 2010

Minutes

D R A F T

(to be reviewed & voted on by Committee members at August 10 meeting)

Members present:  Mario Gaboury, Erika Tindill, Phillip Brewer, Janice Heggie-Margolis, Patricia Froehlich, Elaine Ducharme, Nancy Kushins

OVA staff present:  Michelle Cruz, Merit Lajoie, Hakima Bey
Janice Heggie-Margolis, OVA Advisory Committee President, called the meeting to order and subsequently tendered her resignation as Chair.  Mario Gaboury nominated Patricia Froehlich as Chair; the nomination was seconded by Nancy Kushins.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  Patricia Froehlich then assumed leadership of the meeting, announcing her intention to follow Robert’s Rules of Order at this and subsequent meetings.  She also requested that Committee members submit agenda items to her at least a week in advance of each meeting.  The Chair will create the agenda for future meetings and distribute it to the Office of the Secretary of State and to the OVA for posting on its website.
Minutes from the November 10, 2009 OVA Advisory Committee meeting were approved following a motion by Janice Heggie-Margolis, which was seconded by Elaine Ducharme, with an abstention by Mario Gaboury who was not present at the November 10th meeting.

OVA Report
Michelle Cruz reported that her office has received complaints from victims regarding the lack of victim advocates in courts, and victims not understanding their rights.  Michelle is meeting on June 18 with Linda Cimino, Director of the Office of Victim Services, to discuss this matter.  Discussion followed regarding methods of increasing victims’ knowledge of their rights, which included the suggestion of a possible video training and increased use of posters.  Michelle announced the formation of the OVA’s speaker’s bureau, the goal of which is to educate communities regarding victims’ rights.  It was suggested that there be a public relations committee of the OVA to work on methods of promoting victims’ rights.  Nancy Kushins and Elaine Ducharme volunteered to serve on the PR committee.  Philip Brewer and Mario Gaboury suggested reaching out to the Communications Departments of Quinnipiac University and University of New Haven respectively.
Mario suggested that there be a needs assessment of gaps in services to victims in Connecticut, as has been done successfully in other states, to help inform our work.  This could also serve to support the need for additional victim advocates.  There was discussion about the use of interns to support the work of victim advocates in the courts.
Following some discussion, Patricia Froehlich moved, seconded by Erika Tindill, that the agenda item regarding judicial pre-trial conferences and victim impact statements be tabled until the next meeting.
There was discussion regarding written orders of restitution as a tool for victims, and how these orders are underutilized.  Merit will send the form and statute to advisory committee members.

Michelle Cruz initiated a conversation regarding how DCF involvement in domestic violence cases was determined to be problematic in some instances.  This has been an issue for decades, and CCADV continues to seek remedies.  The OVA will be meeting with DCF to discuss the matter.  It was suggested that the Office of the Child Advocate also be involved.
Conversations occurred about the roles and relationships between the OVA and the Advisory Board and how to enhance communications, including how we can best utilize our time together as the OVA Advisory Committee.  At the next meeting on August 10, a primary agenda item will be the role of the OVA Advisory Committee and its statutory responsibilities.  It was noted that the evaluation of the Office of the Victim Advocate for the period from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010 must be completed in the near future.  Patricia Froehlich, Judge Clifford, Mario Gaboury and Nancy Kushins are serving on the evaluation committee.

It was suggested by the OVA staff that “Public Comment” be added to the OVA Advisory Committee agenda.  Two members of the public requested the opportunity to speak and indicated that OVA staff had called upon them to come to the meeting.  They expressed their specific experiences as victims of crime, stated that the OVA was helpful to them.
After some discussion on the frequency of OVA Advisory Committee meetings, Elaine Ducharme moved that we meet 6 times each year.  Dr. Brewer seconded the motion.  
The OVA will send out proposed dates for meetings in October and December.  
Next meeting date:  August 10.

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 PM.
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