


ARTICLE 1

STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Section 1. Definitions
As used 1n these rules and bylaws:

(a) "state committee" means the Connecticut Republican State Central Committee;

(b) "state party chair" means the Chair of the Connecticut Republican State Central
Committee;

(c) "state party vice-chair" means the Vice-chair of the Connecticut Republican State
Central Committee;

(d) "state party secretary" means the Secretary of the Connecticut Republican State
Central Commuittee;

(e) "senatorial district" means a district established by law for the election of members of
the Connecticut State Senate, as amended from time to time;

(f) "general statutes" means (1) the latest revision of the General Statutes of Connecticut
and (2) the Public Acts of the Connecticut General Assembly not included in the General

Statutes of Connecticut;

(g) "town committee” means the Republican Town Committee of any town established 1n
accordance with these rules and bylaws and the general statutes;

(h) "elector" means a person registered to vote within the state of Connecticut in
accordance with the general statutes, and;

(1) "ex-otficio" means an office held by virtue of status or position with all rights of such
office except the nght to vote unless otherwise specified herein.

(1) “notice” means a legal notice.

(k) “publish” means place a legal notice in a newspaper having a circulation in the
municipality.
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Section 2. State Committee Members

(a) The state committee shall consist of seventy-two (72) members who shall be enrolled
Republican electors in the senatorial district they represent. Two (2) persons shall be
elected as members of said committee from each senatorial district as provided in Section
3 of this article. In addition, the chair or co-chair of each congressional district shall be
ex-otficio members of the state committee without voting rights.

(b) Each member of the state committee shall have voting power on the state committee
based on the number of enrolled Republicans in the senatorial district such member
represents, to be determined as follows:

Number of Enrolled Number of votes
Republicans in District for each member
Less than 15,000 ]

15,000 to 25,000 inclusive 1.5

Over 25,000 2

(c) The number of enrolled Republicans in each senatorial district shail be determined by
the state party chair on or before Aprnl first in each odd-numbered year and shall be
computed from the enrollment lists printed and certified in each town in January or
February of such odd-numbered year, as required by Section 9-55 of the general statutes.
The voting power of members of the state committee, as determined in accordance with
subsection (c) of this section, shall apply to all instances in which-members of the state
committee have the right to vote. Revised voting power determined 1n accordance with
subsection (b) of this section shall be distributed on or before Mayl of each odd-
numbered year and shall be etfective commencing at the organization meeting of the state
committee in such year.

Section 3. Election of State Committee Members

(a) At meetings of town committees in each town, held not earlier than March first (1)
nor later than April fifteenth (ISth) in each odd-numbered year, the town committee
members residing in each senatorial district shall select delegates to a state committee
district convention to be held on the second Tuesday of May 1n each odd-numbered year
at a time and place designated jointly by the incumbent state committee members to elect
two persons to represent such senatorial district on the state committee. In the event that

no town committee members reside within such senatorial district, the town committee as
a whole shall select such delegates.

Notice of the time and place of the convention shall be mailed or delivered in writing to
each delegate by the state chair. Such notice shall include the current term attendance
record, including attendance by proxy, of the incumbent state committee members from
such district.

(b) The number of delegates so selected shall be equal to the number of delegates which
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that town or that part of a town 1s entitled to send to such district's convention held for the
purpose of nominating candidates for the state senate. Any delegate so selected shall be
an enrolled Republican elector residing within such town or part of a town. The names
and addresses ot each delegate shall be filed with state committee headquarters not later
than May first (1) in each odd-numbered year. Each delegate may designate, in writing,
an alternate to act in such delegate's place and stead, if; for any reason, such delegate 1s
unable to be present at the convention.

Vacancies 1n any delegation shall be filled in the manner in Article III, Section 6,
subsection (b) of these rules. '

(¢) In any senatorial district where the number of delegates to such convention from one
town in such senatorial district exceeds fifty (50) percent but does not exceed seventy-

five (75) percent of the total number of delegates to such convention, such town's
delegates shall be entitled to elect first, by a majority vote of the delegates from such
town, one of the two members of the state committee to represent such senatortal district.
The delegates to such convention from the remaining town or towns in such district shall
then be entitled to elect, by a majority vote of the delegates from such remaining town or
towns, the other member of the state committee to represent such senatorial district.

(d) If the number of delegates to such convention from any one town exceeds seventy-
five (75) percent of the total number of delegates to such convention, or if no town in
such district is entitled to send more than fifty (50) percent of the total number of
delegates to such convention, both members of the state committee representing such

senatorial district shall be elected by majority vote of all of the delegates to such
convention.

(e) Nothing herein contained shall preclude both of such members of the state committee
from residing within the same town in such senatorial district.

(f) In those senatorial districts located wholly within one town, the members of the town
committee residing within such district shall meet, on the second Tuesday in May at a
time and place designated by the town chair, and elect two persons to represent such
senatorial district on the state committee.

(g) Each state committee member shall be elected by a majority vote of all persons
authorized to vote for such member and all voting shall be by roll call. Where there are
two or more candidates for election for either position, voting shall continue until one
person obtains more than fifty percent (50%) of the votes cast, and that person shall be
declared elected. Nominations and voting shall then take place again and voting shall
continue until any one person of the second group of nominees shall obtain more than
fifty percent (50%) of the votes cast. Nothing herein contained shall prohibit a person
nominated but not elected in the first group from being nominated and elected in the
second group and nothing herein contained shall prohibit someone not nominated in the
first group from being nominated in the second group. Each person voting shall only be
entitled to vote for one person per ballot, provided that when five ballots have been taken
and no candidate has been declared elected, the chair of such convention shall cast an
additional vote for the purpose of breaking a tie vote.
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(h) State committee members so elected shall immediately assume office. The terms of
the state committee members shall be for two (2) years and until their successors have
been duly elected and qualified.

Section 4. Officers

(a) The newly elected state committee shall be called into an organizational meeting on
the fourth (4th) Tuesday of June in each odd-numbered year by the state party chair, or if
the chair fails to act, then by the state party vice-chair, or if the state party vice-chair fails
to act, then by the state party secretary, and shall thereupon elect a state party chair, a

state party vice-chair, a state party secretary, a state treasurer and such other officers as it
may deem necessary. Proxy voting shall be permitted.

(b) The officers, who shall be enrolled Republican electors, may be chosen from among
the members of the committee, or otherwise, and shall be without voting privileges
unless they are elected as members of the committee representing a senatorial district.
Oftficers shall serve for a term of two years from the date of their election, and until
their successors are duly elected and qualified. When a vacancy, however arising,
shall occur among any of the officers, the state committee shall, within sixty (60)
days after the occurrence of such vacancy, elect a successor to fill the unexpired
portion of the term, at a meeting duly warned and held for such purpose. In all voting
by the state committee, the state party chair shall cast a vote to break a tie vote, in
addition to any regular voting rights such state party chair may have.

(c) In addition to the elected officers called for in subsection (a) above, the State Party
Chair, at the organizational meeting, may appoint a Vice Chairperson for each
Congressional District, subject to the approval of the state committee. Vacancies in
the position of Vice Chairman for a Congressional District shall be filled by
appointment of the State Party Chair subject to the approval of the state committee at
a meeting warned for that purpose. The duties of a Congressional Vice Chairperson
shall be to assist the state party chair within the congressional district for which the
vice chairperson 1s appointed.

Section 5. Vacancies

(a) Vacancies occurring for any reason in the membership of the state committee shall be
filled 1in the manner provided in Section 3 of Article I of these rules and bylaws, except
that the delegates selected for said convention shall be chosen by the town committee
members residing in the applicable senatorial district at a meeting called for that purpose
by the state party chair at least ten (10) but not more than fifteen (15) days prior to the
date of the convention called to fill such vacancy.

(b) When any member of the state committee 1s not longer listed as an elector in the
senatorial district which such member represents, such member shall be deemed to have
resigned from the state committee as of the date on which the member's rights as an
elector were extinguished.
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Section 6. Meetings

(a) Meetings of the state committee shall be held upon call of the chair or by majority
vote of the Committee. Upon delivery of a written petition of twenty (20) or more
members of the state committee that a meeting of the whole commuittee be held, the chair
shall call such a meeting within ten (10) days of the receipt of such petition.

(b) The presence of seventeen (17) voting members shall constitute a quorum at any
meeting.

(c) The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in the latest edition of Robert's Rules of
Order shall govern the state committee whenever they are applicable and whenever they

are not inconsistent with these rules and bylaws.
|[d] The State Central Committee Shall Meet at a minimum of once per quarter.

Section 7. Notices

All notices required to be given by the members of the state committee in any senatorial
district shall be issued and signed by both members therein, but if the members in any
district shall be in disagreement with respect to their duties, or 1f any member shall be
absent or unable to pertorm such duties, the state party chair shall designate a member
from said district who shall act in such case.

Section 8. Committees

The state committee shall maintain the committees required by this section, and may, in
addition, from time to time, provide for the appointments of such committees, as it deems
necessary. The state party chair and state party vice-chair shall be ex-officio members of
all such committees without power to vote. Except as otherwise provided in the case of
the finance committee and the budget-and control committee, the number of members,
the method of appointment and term of office of members of all committees shall be
prescribed by resolution of the state commuttee.

Finance Committee

(a) The chair of the finance committee shall be appointed by the state party chair, and the
members of the finance committee by the chair of the finance committee, both with the
approval of the state committee.

(b) The term of office for the chair of the finance committee and members of the finance

committee shall be two (2) years or until their successors have been approved by the state
commuittee.

Budget and Control Committee

(a) The budget and control commuittee shall consist of the chair of the finance committee,
the state party treasurer, and not less than five (5) nor more than nine (9) additional
members who shall be appointed by the chair of the budget and control committee with
the approval of the state commaittee, provided that not less than three (3) members of the
budget and control committee shall be members of the state committee. The chair of the
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budget and control committee shall be a member of the finance committee ex-officio.

(b) The chair of the budget and control committee shall be appointed by the state party
chair, with the approval of the state committee.

(¢) The term of office of the chair of the budget and control committee and members of
the budget and control committee shall be for two years or until their successors have
been approved by the state party committee

(d) In addition to any other duties prescribed by the state committee, the budget and
control committee shall: (i) submit the annual budget for the state committee's expenses
and control expenditures in relation to said budget; (ii) submit Election Campaign
Budgets and control expenditures contained within such budgets: (111) cause an annual
audit of the accounts of the state committee to be made, and, (iv) shall cause a quarterly
financial report to be rendered to the state committee, the budget and control committee
and the finance committee by the state party treasurer or by the chair of the budget and
control committee. In the event budget excesses occur in any budgetary category, such
excesses shall be detailed in the regular quarterly reports required by this section or by a
special report, and shall cause recommendations for elimination of such excesses to be
made and explanations to be given.

(¢) The state committee shall not assume any expense or obligation, of any candidate for
statewide office incurred prior to nomination as the official candidate of the party.

(f) The state committee may assume any deficit incurred by the party’s nominee for
statewide office, only it the budget and control committee is consulted and approved the
expenditures prior to same being incurred.

Other Committees

The state party chair may, from time to time, appoint such additional committee and the
members and officers of such additional committees, as are necessary to carry out the
business of the state committee.

Section 9. Proxy

(a) Any member of the state committee who is unable to attend any meeting of such
committee may give his proxy in writing to any enrolled Republican elector with such
member's senatorial district. Such proxy shall be filed with the state party secretary.
Proxy voting shall be in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(b) Wherever proxy voting is permitted by these rules and bylaws, proxies shall be
written, dated and signed by the principal and shall be valid only for the meeting
specified therein, or any adjournment thereof. Such proxies shall be voted in person only
by the individual named in the proxy. Such individual shall be an enrolled Republican
elector of the same district, town or political subdivision as the principal is required to be.
No 1ndividual who is entitled to vote as a principal shall cast a proxy vote, and no
individual shall cast a vote as a proxy for more than one (1) principal.

Section 10. Disputes

Any disputes which cannot be settled locally as to the endorsement of a candidate for any
otfice or for delegate or town committee member or member of the state committee,
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including contlicting claims to such endorsement or any dispute with respect to any
political problem of any nature, may be submitted in writing by any affected party to the
state party chair. Matters so submitted shall be referred to the state committee or to a
subcommittee thereof; consisting of not less than five (5) members appointed by the state
party chair, none of whom shall be members representing the district or districts
concerned. Such dispute shall be resolved within fifteen (15) days after submission.
Decisions made on disputes submitted hereunder shall be final and binding upon the
parties.

Section 11. Removal of State Committee Members or Officers

(a) The state party chair; state party vice-chair; or officers elected by the state committee
may be removed from office by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire
membership of the state committee at a duly warned meeting called for that purpose.

(b) A member of the state committee representing a multi-town senatorial district may be
removed by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all of the town chair and town vice
chairs of all towns within the senatorial district such member represents at a duly warned
meeting called by one-third (1/3rd) of such town chairs and vice-chairs for that purpose.

(¢) Not less than five (5) days advance written notice shall be given of any meeting called
under subsection (a) or (b) of this section.

(d) Proxy voting shall not be permitted in any meeting called under subsection (a) or (b)
of this section.

Section. 12. Seating of State Committee Members at District Conventions

Members of the state committee who are not delegates to a district convention shall be
entitled to sit with the delegates but may not make motions or vote.

Section 13. Congressional District Organizations

It shall be the responsibility of each member of the state committee to see to it that a
Republican congressional district organization is established and functioning in each of
their respective congressional districts. The purpose of this organization shall be to
coordinate the efforts of all Republican organizations within such districts; to promote
Republican party principles and candidates; to encourage active participation by
Republicans and other voters in election campaigns; to assist in raising funds for
congressional candidates and to assist in every way the Republican candidate for
congress trom that congressional district. Reports of the activities of the organization
shall be given at the request of the state party chair.

Section 14. Senatorial District Organizations

It shall be the responsibility of each state committee member representing two or more
towns to see to 1t that a Republican senatorial district organization is established and
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functioning in each such senatorial district. The state committee members of each such
district shall be the co-chairs of the organization and it shall be their responsibility to
coordinate the efforts of Republican organizations within the senatorial district; to
promote the Republican party and its candidates; to encourage active participation by
Republicans and other voters in Republican campaigns; to disseminate information
pertaining to the Republican Party throughout the district in a way most calculated to get
the greatest number of Republican supporters and to meet with the chair and vice-chair of
cach Republican town committee within the district on a regular bimonthly basis. The
state committee member shall report to the state party chair the doings of their senatorial
district organization at his request.

Section. 15. Meetings with Town Chairs

It shall be the responsibility of the state party chair to meet with the town chairs. Such
meetings shall be called by the state party chair, who shall designate the time, place and
agenda.

Section 16. Selection of National Committee Members

The state committee, by a majority vote of its members present and voting, at the meeting
held to select delegates to the National Convention in a presidential year shall select two
individuals to represent the Connecticut Republican party as members of the Republican
National Committee. The state committee shall fill vacancies for the balance of the term
vacated.

Section 17. Delegates to National Convention

(a) All the state’s at large delegates to the Republican National Convention shall be
allocated to the candidate receiving a majority of the votes in the Presidential
Preterence Primary. Where no candidate receives a majority of the votes statewide,
the at large delegates shall be allocated to the candidates receiving 20 percent or more
of the statewide vote in proration to the votes each candidate received in said primary
after removing from the calculation all the votes received by the candidates who
recerved fewer than 20 percent of the statewide vote. Where said calculation results in
a candidate being entitled to a fraction of a delegate the number of delegates allocated
to that candidate shall be rounded up or down to the nearest whole number, with one-
halt being rounded up. The delegate and alternates shall be committed to that
candidate, and unless released by the candidate, shall vote for the candidate on the
first ballot, and shall not change their vote during the course of that ballot.

(b) The winner of the Presidential Preference Primary in each Congressional District by
a plurality vote shall be awarded all the delegates and alternates of said congressional
district. A majority vote shall not be required of a candidate to be awarded all
Congressional District delegates.
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