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Application of Pesticides from the Air

Sec. 22a-54-1. Application of pesticides from the air
(a) No permit for the application of broad spectrum chemical pesticides from the

air for non-agricultural purposes shall be issued by the commissioner of environmen-
tal protection.

Permits for agricultural purposes, such as, but not limited to, those activities set
forth in the definitions of ‘‘agriculture’’ and ‘‘farming’’ in section 1-1 of the general
statutes, shall be issued by the commissioner of the department of environmental
protection only after the applicant has produced evidence satisfactory to the commis-
sioner that the proposed material and its method of application shall not be injurious
to the public health, aquatic and animal life, including pollinating insects, or property
not owned or leased by the applicant or those on whose behalf the application is
made. For purposes of this section, ‘‘broad spectrum chemical pesticides’’ means
a pesticide not of biological origin which is non-selective, and has the potential to
prevent, destroy, repel or mitigate a variety of organisms.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section or section 22a-66-7 of the
regulations of Connecticut state agencies, if the commissioner of environmental
protection, in consultation with the commissioner of public health, determines that
the application of broad spectrum chemical pesticides from the ground is impractical
and that application of broad spectrum chemical pesticides from the air is necessary
to control specific vectors of human disease which pose an imminent threat to public
health, the commissioner of environmental protection may authorize a state agency
or a municipality or their agents to engage in such application by aircraft, subject
to the following conditions:

(1) A request for authorization to apply broad spectrum chemical pesticides from
the air shall be in writing and shall include: (A) the purpose of the pesticide
application; (B) the name and United States Environmental Protection Agency
registration number of the pesticide; (C) a detailed description of the area(s) to be
treated; (D) the name and business address of the applicator; and (E) the proposed
date(s) and time(s) of application.

(2) Only pesticides registered by the commissioner under section 22a-48 of the
Connecticut general statutes, and approved by the commissioner for aircraft applica-
tion under subsection (b) of this section shall be used. Any pesticide approved for
aircraft application under subsection (b) of this section shall have the least possible
impact on human health and the environment, considering its rate and method of
application. The commissioner may impose any conditions upon the approval he
finds appropriate.

(3) Following approval by the commissioner of environmental protection, and
prior to application from the air of any broad spectrum chemical pesticide authorized
under this regulation, public notice of the application shall be provided by the
applicant in a manner reasonably calculated to inform persons in the affected area
of the pending activity and may include use of the broadcast media. Additionally,
notice shall be provided to the principal of any school located within the affected
area, and, if the affected area is within the watershed of a public drinking water
reservoir, notice shall be given to the water utility affected. Such notice shall include,
but is not limited to:

(A) The purpose of the pesticide application;
(B) The name of the pesticide(s) to be applied;
(C) A description of the area(s) to be treated; and
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(D) The proposed date(s) and time(s) of the application.
(Effective December 29, 1977; amended June 2, 1997)

Sec. 22a-54-2. Fees for certification of pesticide applicators
(a) The following fees shall be charged for the examination and certification of

pesticide applicators:
(1) Commercial Applicator — Supervisory
(A) examination fee: $25.00
(B) recertification examination fee for certificate holders: $10.00
(C) certification fee: $100.00 for five years;
(2) Commercial Applicator — Operator
(A) examination and certification fee: $10.00 for five years;
(3) Private Applicator
(A) examination fee: $5.00
(B) recertification examination fee for certificate holders: $5.00
(C) certification fee: $5.00 for five years
(4) Aircraft Applicator
(A) examination fee: $25.00
(B) certification fee: $25.00 for one year
(b) No fee shall be charged to any federal, state or municipal employee who

applies pesticides as part of his or her duties as a governmental employee provided
that any certificate for which a fee is not charged shall be automatically void if the
holder leaves government employment.

(Effective June 23, 1983)

Sec. 22a-54-3. Financial responsibility of commercial aircraft applicators
(a) The Commissioner shall not issue, modify or renew a commercial aircraft

applicator certification unless and until the applicant submits valid proof of financial
responsibility to consist of the following minimum insurance coverages:
Comprehensive General Liability:

(1) Bodily Injury Liability – $100,000 each occurrence, $300,000 aggregate; and
(2) Property Damage Liability – $100,000 each occurrence (including completed

operation and chemical liability).
(b) Insurance policies offered to satisfy the requirements of subsection (a) may

be written with combined bodily injury and property damage limits so long as their
combined limits equal or exceed the sum of required individual limits.

(c) Any misrepresentations or falsehoods contained in the certificate of insurance
shall make any commercial aircraft applicator certification issued in reliance on the
certificate of insurance automatically void.

(d) The applicator shall notify the Department of Environmental Protection of
any material alteration or modification in his or her policy and/or stated coverages
within ten (10) days of any such alteration or modification.

(e) The applicator shall notify the Department of Environmental Protection of
the cancellation of the policy within ten (10) days of the cancellation.

(f) Failure to maintain the minimum coverages stated in subsection (a) shall
render the applicator’s certification automatically void.

(g) No aircraft application of pesticides shall be made in Connecticut by an
applicator whose insurance policy has lapsed or expired.

(Effective June 23, 1983)
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