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BYSIEWICZ PRAISES OVERWHELMING 
PASSAGE OF CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT ALLOWING ‘NO EXCUSE’ 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

SECRETARY OF THE STATE CALLS VOTE BY GOVERNMENT, ADMINISTRATION 
AND ELECTIONS COMMITTEE PRUDENT FIRST STEP TOWARDS EARLY VOTING  

 
HARTFORD:  Connecticut Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz today praised the 
General Assembly’s Government, Administration and Elections Committee for 
approving Senate Joint Resolution No. 43 whose ultimate goal is to make Absentee 
Ballots available to any registered voter.  The Committee’s 14-1 vote sends the resolution 
onto a vote by the full General Assembly.   
 
“Millions of voters nationwide successfully cast ballots before Election Day in 2008 
using early voting,” said Secretary Bysiewicz.  “This had the dual effect of increasing 
voter turnout to record levels nationwide while at the same time reducing long lines at the 
polls and the strain on poll workers on Election Day.  No excuse absentee balloting 
would be a secure and cost-effective way to give Connecticut voters the opportunity to 
vote early and at their own convenience.  This system would also allow early voting 
without imposing the significant cost of setting up early polling stations or compromising 
the security of our elections.  I commend lawmakers of both parties for taking this 
prudent first step towards early voting in Connecticut, and I urge full passage by the 
General Assembly.” 
 
If approved by a three-quarters majority in both the State House and Senate, the 
resolution would put a Constitutional question on the ballot for voters to consider in 
2010.  If that Constitutional question is passed, the legislature would be empowered to 
remove the requirements of physical absence, disability or sickness that currently restrict 
who can use Absentee Ballots on Election Day.   
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